Pathfinder Peer Response Example

Downriver Pathfinder Response


I enjoyed your pathfinder!  Visually it is very appealing and I love the ‘learn more’ web links you created, especially the Grand Canyon Sky Walk.  I’ve been on that thing and it made me a little woozy!  I can definitely see how this book and its’ setting would attract reluctant readers and learners.   My favorite part of your pathfinder is the beginning, because you were not too ‘wordy’ when introducing subjects and links that the student should explore.  Once I saw how you created that section it made me want to redo mine.  I think I gave too much information before leading a student to a website.  


While viewing your pathfinder, I was reminded of a ‘once-in-a-lifetime’ vacation experience I had at the Grand Canyon that I thought might make a nice addition to your whitewater rafting, skywalk, and helicopter virtual trips website list.  The ‘mule’ riding trips down to the floor of the canyon are a really cool thing to do, if you’re not afraid of heights.  Check out the following two sites:

Grand Canyon Mule Ride.    cDisney Family.com.

http://family.go.com/video/grand-canyon-mule-ride-612830-v/

This site provides a short video experience, with audio, of riding the mules down the canyon.  

Grand Canyon Mule Rides.  C1995-2009 Grand Canyon.com


http://www.grandcanyon.com/gcnmule.html

This site provides all necessary information in planning and preparing for a mule ride down the 
canyon.  Students will also be interested in the video and audio of the experience provided at 
this site.


I also noticed your connections and extended learning web links to the Navajo and Havasupai Native American tribes located in the area of the Grand Canyon.  It made me think that perhaps an interesting ‘Extended Activities’ option could be to have students explore the ‘local’ Native American resources and connections we have right here in central Indiana.  Check out the following two sites:

Eiteljorg Museum of American Indians and Western Art.  C1999-2009  Eiteljorg Museum.


http://www.eiteljorg.org/

This museum, located in downtown Indianapolis, offers educational resources and student tours 
for central Indiana students.  Under the ‘classroom resources’ section, teachers can find units 
covering the indigenous tribes of Indiana.
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History, Art, and Culture: So Many Ways to Help Your Students Learn

We love to see the museum full of school children and adult students, and we know that an
active experience outside of the classroom can help bring your subject areas alive. Let us help
schedule a meaningful and memorable trip to the Eiteljorg Museum. If you are having trouble |
the expenses, remember that guided and self-guided school tours may be eligible for transport
funds to help cover your costs. Also, be sure to check out our online and traveling resources t¢
enhance your lesson plans.
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Conner Prairie Interactive History Park    http://www.connerprairie.org/.


Conner Prairie’s web site offers a ‘keyword’ search strategy that would lead students to 
informational connections to Native American tribes indigenous to Indiana.  In addition, the 
Conner Prairie home page provides information to teachers in regards to possible tours and 
‘special events’ series.  For example, in October, an arts and crafts exhibition will be hosted by 
members of the Native American Delaware tribe.

Woodland Indians: Art and Culture

(Grades 2–6 & 8)
Experience the rich tradition and deep-rooted history of the Lenape Indians. Talk to members of the Delaware Tribe who travel all the way from Oklahoma to teach you about the Lenape culture. Attend six sessions, including an outdoor dance program.

Cost: $5/student; $5/adult chaperone.
Teaching and school staff receive free admission.
Pre-payment is required.
Dates: October 5–9, 2009
Times: 9:30 am–1:30 pm 
Length: 4 hours
Standards: Soc. Studies: 2.2.4, 3.1.1, 4.1.2, 6.3.4, 8.1.1; Music: 2.9.2, 3.9.2, 4.9.4

For my last peer enhancement recommendation, I read that you were working with ‘reluctant’ readers, which made me think that perhaps in the Extended Activities section there could be a list of similar adventure novels, by other authors, that these particular students would enjoy.  Some possible selections could be:

Avi.  The True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle.  New York, NY:   Avon Books Inc., 1990.

A young lady finds herself ‘unescorted’ and left to fend for herself amongst a ship of sailors.  An 
extra hand is needed, so she leaves the confines of being ‘a proper’ lady and becomes one of the 
sailors, putting into motion a personal struggle within herself of who she really wants to be. A
great book for female students.

Myers, Walter Dean.  Monster.  New York, NY:  Harper Collins Inc., 1999.


This novel follows the journey of a troubled inner-city teen accused of participating in a robbery 
that resulted in a man’s death.  Written in the form of movie script, this novel is sure to 
captivate reluctant readers. 

Paulsen, Gary.  Winterdance:  The Fine Madness of Running the Iditarod.  Orlando, Florida:  
Harvest Books, 1994.


Gary Paulsen, the well-known young-adult adventure writer, gives a vivid and personal 

account of his first attempt at winning the Iditarod sled dog race.  He shares the 
beginning of his love for Alaska and dogs, and then takes the reader along for a ride 
through each checkpoint of the Iditarod trail.  Experiences with ‘moose’ attacks, 
breaking ice, and -50 degree weather is told as Paulsen shares every joy, heartache, 
hardship, and awe defining moments, which have hooked him on the Alaskan territory 
and sled dog racing forever.  (Not a good book to read out-loud, due to ‘choice’ words 
Paulsen uses to describe extreme situations.)

