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Introduction

This WebQuest was developed for the 2007 Summer Session of Dr. Annette Lamb’s Electronic Materials for Children & Young Adults class through Indiana University-Purdue University Indianapolis. 


Learners

This WebQuest is designed to serve as an inquiry based 5th grade Social Studies unit on explorers at Heritage Christian School of Indianapolis.  Some of the writing and presentation skills also apply to Language Arts.


  The students have learned how to use online databases in 3rd & 4th grades through information literacy instruction and previous research projects.  Classroom history instruction leading up to this unit will provide the necessary background for the time period.


Indiana Curriculum Standards for 

An Expedition with New World Explorers
English/Language Arts Standards Addressed:

Reading: Comprehension of Nonfiction

5.2.1
Use the features of informational texts, such as formats, graphics, diagrams, illustrations, charts, maps, and organization, to find information and support understanding.  (ILS 3 & 6)
Example: Locate specific information in a social studies textbook by using its organization, sections on different world regions, and textual features, such as headers, maps, and charts. 

5.2.4
Draw inferences, conclusions, or generalizations about text and support them with  textual evidence and prior knowledge. (ILS: 1, 2, 3, 6 & 9)
Writing: Process & Features

5.4.5
Use note-taking skills when completing research for writing. (ILS 6 & 9)
5.4.6
Create simple documents using a computer and employing organizational features, such as passwords, entry and pull-down menus, word searches, the thesaurus, and spell checks.  (ILS 1,4,6 & 8)

Writing: Applications

5.5.4
Write persuasive letters or compositions that: 

(ILS 2, 3, 4, 6, 8 & 9)

· state a clear position in support of a proposal. 

· support a position with relevant evidence and effective emotional appeals. 

· follow a simple organizational pattern, with the most appealing statements first and the least powerful ones last. 

· address reader concerns. 

5.5.3 
Write or deliver a research report that has been developed using a systematic research process (defines the topic, gathers information, determines credibility, reports findings) and that:   
(ILS 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 & 9)

· uses information from a variety of sources (books, technology, multimedia) and documents sources (titles and authors).

· demonstrates that information that has been gathered has been summarized.

· organizes information by categorizing and sequencing.



Social Studies 

History

5.1.4
Trace the major land and water routes of European explorers of the Caribbean region and North America and examine their individual stories and reasons for exploration. (ILS: 1, 2 & 3)

5.1.5
Locate and compare early Spanish, French, and British settlements, such as St. Augustine, Roanoke Island, Quebec, Santa Fe, and Jamestown.  (ILS: 1, 2 & 3)

Geography

5.3.1
Demonstrate that lines of latitude and longitude are measured in degrees of a circle, that places can be precisely located where these lines intersect, and that location can be stated in terms of degrees north or south of the equator and east or west of the prime meridian. (ILS: 1, 2 & 3)

5.3.9
Interpret historical maps and create maps of the United States in different historical periods using map elements, such as title, legend, directional indicator, scale, and projection.   (ILS: All)
Individuals, Society & Culture

5.5.1
Describe basic needs that individuals have in order to survive — such as the need for food, water, shelter, and safety — and give examples of how people in early America adapted* to meet basic needs. (ILS: 1, 2 & 3)

5.5.3
Read fiction and nonfiction stories about conflicts among and between groups of people at different stages in the formation of the United States and give examples of how these conflicts were resolved.  (ILS: 1, 2, 3, 5 & 7)

Information Literacy Standards (Correlations noted with the above standards)

Information Literacy
The student who is information literate
ILS 1: accesses information efficiently and effectively.
ILS 2: evaluates information critically and competently.
ILS 3: uses information accurately and creatively.

Independent Learning
The student who is an independent learner is information literate and
ILS 4: pursues information related to personal interests.
ILS 5: appreciates literature and other creative expressions of information.
ILS 6: strives for excellence in information seeking and knowledge generation (generates knowledge).


Social Responsibility
The student who contributes positively to the learning community and to society is information literate and
ILS 7: recognizes the importance of information in a democratic society.
ILS 8: practices ethical behavior in regard to information and information technology.
ILS 9: participates effectively in groups to pursue and generate information (shares and collaborates).

An Expedition with New World Explorers will generate creative thinking, analysis of data, persuasion skills and drawing conclusions.  Examining the lives of explorers will expose the students to character qualities such as perseverance, visionary thinking, courage and determination.  It will challenge students to take risks to try new adventures and seek assistance from people who can help them.
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Process Teacher Page
This project is intended to be used separately in each class of 5th grade Social Studies taught by the homeroom teacher.  It would last approximately 7-9 class periods: 3-4 for research, 2 for writing and 2-3 for project presentations to the class.  Some writing would also be done in Language Arts classes.

Variations: 

1. The students could be grouped by sponsoring countries or fewer explorers could be covered more in depth by groups rather than individuals. 

2. As a culminating activity the class could create a large timeline of all the explorers to be displayed in the hallway.  

3. Two classes could cooperate and divide the list of explorers between them, allowing students to work in pairs and present to both classes.

· Choose an explorer from the Explorer List.   Teachers may want to assign the students an explorer or have a drawing for the selection process to insure that all necessary explorers are covered.  The list of names can be modified as needed.
· Research and learn about your explorer using resources pathfinder.  The print resources and databases are based on what is available in our library; you will need to investigate what is available in your school.  
· Details about his life:

· When & where was he born?

· Which country supported his exploration?

· How many years did he spend exploring?

· What did he discover?

· What native peoples did he encounter?

· What qualities made him a good explorer?

· What motivated him to go to sea and explore?

· Based on what you learn about your explorer, write proposal for your voyage to submit to a sponsor.  

· Where do you want to go?

· What do you hope to achieve or discover?

· What do you need for the voyage?

· How will they benefit by supporting you?

· Read at least 2 articles from the resources about sailing and life at sea. (include in your bibliography)

· Create 4 journal entries about your personal experiences on the voyage: (what happened & how you felt)  Possible topics to write about:

· Problems encountered along the way

· Navigating the ship 

· What your ship is like or life on the ship

· Your initial sighting of land or coming ashore

· Create a report about the impact of your voyage to share with the “subjects” of your sponsoring country.  (your classmates)

· What you discovered

· Effects on sponsoring country

· Effects felt by the native peoples

· Create or locate a map of your voyage to share with them.

· Make a bibliography of the sources you used in your research and creating your projects.

Printable Explorers Project Checklist.doc
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Resources Needed
· Encyclopedias, either print or online databases.
· Books on exploration or specific explorers.  (See Pathfinder for examples of beneficial books and other resources)
· Adequate number of computers for student access to websites and online resources.
· Library card numbers or username & passwords needed for online databases.
· Blank world map handouts to create a map of an explorer’s voyage.
· If you desire you could make a journal entry form for students.

Evaluation

Your written work will be evaluated with the usual 6+1 rubric.  Your research and content will be evaluated by the following rubric.
	
	Minimum
1
	Basic
2
	Approaching Goals
3
	Met/Exceeded Goals
4
	Score

	 
Biography of explorer

	Found a few routine facts about the person.
	Covered basic facts of the explorer’s life and explorations
	Provided details of person’s life, work, accomplishments and motivation.
	In depth research detailing the person’s life, achievements, motivation and impact on history
	

	 
Proposal of voyage seeking support
 
 
	Vague description of goals or plans.
	Gave some ideas about what you want to do & where you want to go, but not enough reasons that someone would sponsor you.
	Better explanation of your goals, plans, needs and benefits to a potential sponsor.
	Convincing description of how you plan to accomplish goals, your needs and how the sponsor will benefit.
	

	 
Journal entries
 
	Less than 4 entries or inaccurate entries.
	Brief entries that give few facts about voyage.
	Provided facts about sea life & a journey across the ocean.
	Good descriptions of life at sea and how an explorer might have felt.
	

	 
Impact Report
 
	Demonstrated minimal understanding of what explorer accomplished.
	Basic facts about effects of the explorer’s voyage.
	Accurate description of effects on native peoples or on home country.
	 Demonstrated excellent understanding of the explorer’s impact on history.
	

	 
Map of voyage
	Map is incomplete or inaccurate.
	It is difficult to identify places and the route traveled.
	Shows the route, but missing labels of places. .
	Map is well labeled, easy to understand and visualizes the complete voyage.
	

	Bibliography/ Works Consulted 
	Incomplete list of sources
	Does not follow MLA guidelines
	Minor errors in formatting of citations
	Complete and accurate citations in MLA format


	


 

Conclusion

This WebQuest not only teaches students history, it also teaches them about the qualities of people who influence the world.  In addition to learning typical facts about individuals, they will also gain an understanding of the time period as a whole by learning about sailing, navigation, the changes & impact brought about exploration and colonization.


Moving through the WebQuest teaches students the process of research: generating questions, seeking information to answer those questions, analyzing that information to reach conclusions and finding ways to meaningfully communicate the knowledge they have gained to others.



Credits &References
Opening page photo credit  

www.fotosearch.com  ITS/ITS201/ITF101008.jpg

Compass Rose

http://picturethis.pnl.gov/picturet.nsf/All/6.VR86?opendocument  

Helpful tools to learn how to create your own WebQuest:
The WebQuest Page                                         http://webquest.sdsu.edu/webquest.html 

Teacher Tap: WebQuest

http://eduscapes.com/tap/topic4.htm#3 
As preparation for building this WebQuest, I examined a number of  other WebQuests on the topic of exploration which helped to stimulate my ideas for activities that would cover our curriculum and address pertinent standards in Social Studies, Language Arts and Information Literacy.  I suggest that you also look over several to spark your thinking.

A Voyage back to 1491

http://www.manteno.k12.il.us/webquest/elementary/General/VoyageBack/A%20Voyage%20Back%20To%201491.htm
Explorers WebQuest  
 http://coe.west.asu.edu/students/eringstrom/explorer/index.htm 

Explorers           
    http://coe.west.asu.edu/students/dcordova/webquest.html  

Early Ocean Explorers   
  http://projects.edtech.sandi.net/encanto/earlyexplorers/ 

Exploring Explorers                                        http://projects.edtech.sandi.net/grant/explorers/ 

European Explorers                  http://everyschool.org/u/global/abarnum/explorer.html#Task 
European Exploration                                        http://questgarden.com/34/60/7/060929124645/ 

Exploring Uncharted Waters!    http://imet.csus.edu/imet5/mary/284assignment/Webquest284page2.htm 

Great Explorers: Voyages of Daring                                                                  http://shuchi-webquests.tripod.com/explorers/ 

Explorers                                        http://www.gkonstantinou.com/Eport/Explorers/index.htm 

Look Out World – Here We Come             http://www.geocities.com/loberg04/team8_explorers.html 
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