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English 10

     In this unit we will be reading literature from several different cultures about heroes and heroines in the form of Epics and Legends. We will also be watching movies with the same themes.  The objective is to compare and contrast these stories and to find the common threads that are woven through stories from different cultures.  These common threads, or global themes, minimize our differences and point to the core values held by most cultures across the globe.  

     Write down the ideas that you find common amongst the different types of stories.  Also note the differences, so that at the end of the unit you will be able to write a paper stating those ideas, or perhaps write a story that is similar.

      Epics and legends have been told and written since the beginning of time.  Each story has many variations and has been told and retold over the centuries.  This pathfinder is designed to allow you to choose some of your own readings and to explore some of the topics and cultures not discussed in our literature books.  The readings from the Lit Book are all noted in each section of the pathfinder.  Specific due dates will be assigned as we work through the unit.  We will work in the order of the pathfinder.    

     Be sure to look for the extension activities.  When you see a 

· bulleted item, 

that means that there is an assignment to complete.  The other sites are provided for you to skim and read, as you like.

     Below is a list of terms and ideas often included in these types of stories.  On your own, try to find definitions to the words and write them in your own words. You may look them up in a dictionary, your literature book, on the Internet, or in an English guide or encyclopedia.  Make lists of the characters and stories you might want to reference or use to support your definition.

1. Epic-

2. Epic Hero-

3. Legend-

4. Courtly Love-

5. Parody-

6. Chivalry-

7. Hero/Heroine-

8. Motif-

9. Symbol-

10. Ritual-

11. Global Theme-

12. Archetype-

13. Quest-
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Don Quixote and Parody

Lit Book Connection: “from Don Quixote”  pages 1004-1014

The Don Quixote Exhibit  features holding from the George Peabody Library at the Johns Hopkins University.  It is a tour-based exhibition of over 30 items and contains some primary resources too.  You do not need to read all of the documents but skim them. 

The Don Quixote Exhibit. Brenda Knox and Joe Main.  1996. Milton S. Eisenhower Library at the Johns Hopkins University. 31 May 2006. http://quixote.mse.jhu.edu/index.html
The Cervantes Project includes information about Cervantes’ life and his works.  It is housed at the Texas A&M University.  Many of the links are in Spanish, but the link concerning the windmills has interesting pictures. Skim his biography and look at the images section.

The Cervantes Project. Eduardo Urbino. 1996. Texas A&M University.  24 May 2006. http://www.csdl.tamu.edu/cervantes/english/index.html
Don Quijote Virtual Museum has some fun things to explore.  Look at a few of the sections on the left-hand side of the home page.

De Jong, Rene. Don Quijote Virtual Museum. 1996. 26 May 2006.

http://www.donquijote.org/vmuseum/
· Take the quiz.  How did you do?

http://www.donquijote.org/vmuseum/quixote-quiz/
· Listen to some songs about Don Quixote.
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http://www.donquijote.org/vmuseum/quixote-music/
Arthurian Legend

Lit Book Connection: “ Morte d’Arthur” and “Arthur Becomes King of Britain from The Once and Future King” pages 1018-1042.

In Search of Myths and Heroes  

“In Search of Myths and Heroes.” pbs.org. 31 May 2006. http://www.pbs.org/mythsandheroes/myths.html
This site explores the ideas of myths and legends.  

· Go to the page linked below and read all four of the myths by clicking on each title in the red boxes on the right-hand side.  Try to watch the videos too, but you may not be able to access them if the traffic is heavy on the site.  Also read the “Myths & Archetypes” and “What is a Myth?” sections.  When your finished click on the “Take a Quiz” section to see how much your have learned.  
· What common elements do the stories have in common?  Write a one-page journal discussing at least two common ideas or elements included in these stories.
The Camelot Project  

“The Camelot Project.” Alan Lupack and Barbara Tepa Lupack.  1995. The Robbins Library, a branch of Rush Rhees Library, University of Rochester.  26 May 2006.

http://www.lib.rochester.edu/camelot/cphome.stm
· Click on the “Main Menu” and write a few sentences in your own words describing how the following characters, symbols, or places are related to King Arthur.

1. Guinevere

2. Lancelot

3. Gawain

4. Galahad

5. Lady of the Lake

6. Bedivere

7. Kay

8. Uther and Igraine

9. Mordred

10. Morgan Le Fay

11. Merlin

12. The Holy Grail

13. The Round Table

14. Camelot

15. Avalon

· Click on the “Author Menu” and scroll down to Tennyson, Alfred Lord.  Choose and read one of his poems about Arthurian Legend.  Write a short synopsis about the poem.  Which characters were in the poem?  What type of quest or adventure did they go on?

· Click on the “Artist Menu” and find an artist you particularly like. Eleanor Fortescue Brickdale’s work is captures the essence of the Arthurian world.  Write a paragraph or two about an artist you found interesting and explain why.
The Code of Chivalry 

Marshall, James. “The Code of Chivalry.” 22 November 2005. 25 May 2006.

http://www.geocities.com/dronak/chivalry.html
· Read some of the codes of chivalry.  Write a code of Chivalry for yourself that includes at least 10 items.  You may write a parody if you like.

SurLaLune Fairy Tales

Heiner, Heidi Anne.  SurLaLune Fairy Tales.  28 December 1998.  31 May 2006.

http://www.surlalunefairytales.com/
· [image: image4.wmf]Choose and read two Fairy Tales.  How do the themes or ideas compare to the epics and legends you have read?  Write a one-page journal discussing your ideas.  Use examples from the stories to support your opinion.

Legends

Marmor, Paula Kate.  “Legends.”  27 July 1997.  26 May 2006.http://www.legends.dm.net/index.html
Legends has scholarly information about many legends including King Arthur and Robin Hood.  It is also a good source for links to quality Shakespeare sites and primary source materials.

The Ramayana and Mahabharata

Lit Book Connection: “Rama’s Initiation from the Ramayana” pages1050-1058.

Hare, John Bruno.  “The Ramayana and Mahabharata.” Internet Sacred Texts Archive. 25 May 2006. http://www.sacred-texts.com/hin/dutt/index.htm
Incredible India

Incredible India. 2004. Ministry of Tourism Government of India. 25 May 2006.  http://www.incredibleindia.org/index.asp
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Lit Book Connection:  “from Sundiata: An Epic of Old Mali” pages 1062-1072. 

Seigel, Janice.  “The Sundiata An Outline by Dr. Janice Seigel.” Dr. J’s Illustrated Guide to the Classic World. 2001.  26 May 2006. http://lilt.ilstu.edu/DRJCLASSICS/syllabi/IH/sundiata.shtm
The African Guide

The Africa Guide. “Where Africa Comes to You.” 1996.  31 May 2006. http://www.africaguide.com/
Click on “African National Anthems” and listen to Mali’s anthem and a few more of your choosing. 

· Go to the bottom box on the right-hand side and click on “Travelogues” and read at least three of the entries.  Write a one-page journal comparing and contrasting the three travelogues.  Make a list of the 10 essential items that should be included in a well-written travelogue.

Teacher Resources

PBS has an abundant supply of resources and lesson plans to use with this unit.  A general search may be done on a specific topic or you may create a log in and receive weekly updates with topics to match your subject area.  The link below is a specific link to the teacher’s guide for the In Search of Myths and Heroes topic.  

http://www.pbs.org/mythsandheroes/teachersguide.html
Additional Internet Resources

Arthurian Resources

Green, Thomas. 1998. Arthurian Resources.  26 May 2006.http://www.arthuriana.co.uk/
Encyclopedia Mythicia

http://www.pantheon.org/
Specific Arthurian information

http://www.pantheon.org/areas/folklore/arthurian/
Blessings Cornucopia

Discuss and explains legends from virtually all cultures.  It does have a religious tone but not outwardly religious.

http://spiritsongs.org/Myths_Legends_Folklore_Epics_Chronicles_Fables_Sagas_Tales_Storytelling.htm
Sundiata-Keita: The Lion King

Contains links on Africa, African art, and other links to related information on Sundiata and African culture.

http://www.princetonol.com/groups/iad/lessons/middle/sundiata.htm
Brittania

A free online encyclopedia students may use for additional information on authors or subject matter.

http://www.britannia.com/
Pathfinder Rationale

     This pathfinder was created to fill the need for additional readings and resources in the English 10 Epics and Legends Unit.  The subject matter is one of the students’ favorite, but the Prentice Hall Literature book does not include many selections or extensive information on the readings.  These websites will fill that need.  

     The unit will be taught over a three-week period.  Students will be required to complete the book readings, the assignments in the pathfinder, and to read four of the children’s books in reserve at the media center and to complete the information slip which is available from their teacher or the media center.

     The websites were chosen with the following selection qualifications in mind: authority, subject matter, timeliness, ease of use, and visual appeal.  

Children’s Books

Children’s Book Read

Read at least four of the following books on reserve in the Media Center.  If the book is a collection of stories you may read one or two of the stories.  You do not have to read the entire book.  Complete the following information slip for each book read.  You may copy and paste this slip to a Word document, or get one from you English 10 teacher or in the Media Specialist.  The list of questions below will be expanded to allow answers.  

Children’s Book Information Slip

Title:

Author:

Copyright Date:

Describe the setting of the story (when and where):

Name the main characters and write a short description of each using specific physical traits and character traits.

What is the main conflict?

How is the conflict resolved?  Who wins/loses?

What is the theme of the story?  What do we learn about live or human nature?

How does this story represent an Epic or Legend?  Be specific by using examples from the plot.

If your book is illustrated, name the artist.

How does the artwork enhance the book?

List any characters, definitions, themes, or ideas present in this story that were found in other books or stories you have read so far in this unit.  

List any characters, definitions, themes, or ideas present in this story that were NOT found in other books or stories you have read so far in this unit.

Video Selections
In addition to the pathfinder, students and teachers will have the option of viewing the following list of DVD’s that are currently available in the media center or the property of the English department.

Biography - King Arthur: His Life And Legends (A&E DVD Archives) 2006 Not Rated
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King Arthur 2004 PG-13 
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First Knight 1995 PG-13

[image: image9..pict]Monty Python and the Holy Grail 1975 PG 
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