The Black Death
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We have all heard small children singing this chant as they hold hands in a circle.  We have all seen them fall down laughing at the end of the song.  But, did you know that this song has a history that most children would not like to sing about?

Imagine you are living in the year 1349 in London, England and people in your community are dying at a rapid pace.  There is talk around the town center that they are dying from “The Black Death”!  People are very scared and certain that doom is unavoidable and they will be next.  Families are torn apart and children are left orphaned.  Fortunately for you, it hasn’t struck your family…yet. This WebQuest will allow you to understand the fear that everyone felt during this time.  But first, you must understand “The Black Death” and it’s effects on every part of people’s lives.

Ring Around the Rosy


Pocket Full of Posy



Ashes, Ashes
We All Fall Down


The Boy with No Name: An Extension Activity
Adult/Librarian Page

Resources

Fast forward to the year 2005.  With all of the print and electronic resources available to you, it should be easier to understand exactly what was happening in 1349 London.  

Your first take is to answer the following questions in order to gain insight on this tragedy.  

What is “The Black Death”?

How and where did this disease start?  

Why were people so afraid?

What was the ultimate outcome?

Could it happen again?  

Use the resources provided to help you complete this task.

Use a computer program to prepare your information to be shared.   Some suggested programs are: a PowerPoint slide show, a sign, newsletter, or brochure in Publisher, a formal paper in Word, or a graphic organizer in Inspiration.

A sample is provided, but remember that it is not the exact format you will use.
Before moving on to “Pocket Full of Posy”, plan a time to speak with your project manager to share your findings.  

Ring Around the Rosy Resources

Discovery Channel Moments in Time: The Black Death

http://media.dsc.discovery.com/anthology/momentsintime/blackdeath/blackdeath.html
This interactive website allows you to follow the path of The Black Death.  Spend some time watching and listening to all aspects of this site because it lays a great foundation on the origin of the disease.

Insecta Inspecta World: The Black Death 1347-1350

http://www.insecta-inspecta.com/fleas/bdeath/bdeath.html
This site contains links that show the cause of the disease as well as how the disease affected all aspects of life.  

Wide Open Doors: The Black Death: Bubonic Plague

http://www.themiddleages.net/plague.html
This site gives causes of the disease as well as statistics showing how many people were affected.

Medieval Index: The Black Death of 1348-1350

http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/black_death_of_1348_to_1350.htm
This site gives basic information on the plague and provides links that will lead you to more sites with additional information.

BBC History: Black Death

http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/society_culture/welfare/black_01.shtml
This site has many pages that give information on The Black Death.  You can learn about the start of the plague as well as its movement through Europe.

World Book Online

www.worldbookonline.com
This is the electronic encyclopedia we have through our school system.  Use keywords to help you locate information on The Black Death.

Inspire

www.inspire.net
Choose any of the following database choices:

· “For Teens”: this will take you to EBSCOhost and search through MAS Ultra School Edition.

· “Health/Medical”: this will take you to EBSCOhost and search through MEDLINE, Clinical Pharmacology, Health Business, Health Source: Nursing/Academic Edition, Health Sources: Consumer Edition.

· “Encyclopedias”: this will take you to EBSCOhost and search through EBSCO Animal, Funk & Wagnalls New World Encyclopedia
· “New INSPIRE Kids”: this will allow you to search through Primary Search, Middle Search Plus, General Encyclopedia, Dictionary, and Pictures
Ring Around the Rosy

Sample Work









During the time of “The Black Death” in London, there was a very established class system called the Feudal System.   You must now understand the different roles people had in medieval times.  Pick a role from each column below and answer questions below about the three you pick.  

	1.
	2.
	3.

	King
	Barons
	Peasants

	Queen
	Bishops
	Villeins

	
	Abbots
	Serfs

	
	Knights
	


· How did land ownership tie into this person’s life?

· How did the Feudal System make this person’s life harder or easier?

· What were the characteristics of this particular class?  

Use the resources provided to help you complete this task.

To complete this task, you need to complete a graphic organizer to share with your project manager.

Once again, before moving on to “Ashes Ashes”, please schedule a time to discuss “Pocket Full of Posy” with your project manager.

	1.
	2.
	3.

	King
	Barons
	Peasants

	Queen
	Bishops
	Villeins

	
	Abbots
	Serfs

	
	Knights
	


Pocket Full of Posy Sample Organizer

Circle the roles you intend to research then use Inspiration to create 

your own unique graphic organizer similar to the one below.

	
	Role:


	Role:


	Role:

	How did land 

ownership

tie into this 

person’s life?
	
	
	

	How did the Feudal System

make this person’s life

harder or easier?
	
	
	

	What were the 

characteristics

of this particular 

class?
	
	
	


 Pocket Full of Posy Resources

The Feudal System

http://www.scotttrees.com/middleages/feudal_system.htm
This site contains links that will help you to understand all aspects of the Feudal System.  Be sure to explore all the links as some parts of the system are more difficult to locate.

History on the Net: Medieval Life-Feudalism

http://www.historyonthenet.com/Medieval_Life/feudalism.htm
Follow the chart to understand the order of power in the Feudal System.  Do not forget to scroll down to read a brief description of each individual.

Medieval Citizens

http://library.thinkquest.org/2834/gather/darkage/class.htm 

Read the brief description of the Feudal System and then click on the drawings of the people to learn more about each class.

Inspire

www.inspire.net
Choose any of the following database choices:

· “For Teens”: this will take you to EBSCOhost and search through MAS Ultra School Edition.

· “Encyclopedias”: this will take you to EBSCOhost and search through EBSCO Animal, Funk & Wagnalls New World Encyclopedia
· “New INSPIRE Kids”: this will allow you to search through Primary Search, Middle Search Plus, General Encyclopedia, Dictionary, and Pictures

Now you need to jump back to the year 1349.  “The Black Death” would have affected each one of the roles you researched differently.  Write a journal entry, in the first person, for each of your researched roles.  Your journal entry date should be a date that would be appropriate for the time period.  You also need to describe and explain how your life and the life of your loved ones has been affected by this disease.  Use the provided template to organize your thoughts.

Use the resources provided to help you complete this task.

Please see your project manager to share “Ashes, Ashes” before moving to “We All Fall Down”.  

Ashes, Ashes Resources

The Feudal System

http://www.scotttrees.com/middleages/feudal_system.htm
This site contains links that will help you to understand all aspects of the Feudal System.  Be sure to explore all the links, as some parts of the system are more difficult to locate.

History on the Net: Medieval Life-Feudalism

http://www.historyonthenet.com/Medieval_Life/feudalism.htm
Follow the chart to understand the order of power in the Feudal System and do not forget to scroll down to read a brief description of each individual.

Medieval Citizens

http://library.thinkquest.org/2834/gather/darkage/class.htm 

Read the brief description of the Feudal System and then click on the drawings of the people to learn more about each class.

Inspire

www.inspire.net
Choose any of the following database choices:

· “For Teens”: this will take you to EBSCOhost and search through MAS Ultra School Edition.

· “Encyclopedias”: this will take you to EBSCOhost and search through EBSCO Animal, Funk & Wagnalls New World Encyclopedia
· “New INSPIRE Kids”: this will allow you to search through Primary Search, Middle Search Plus, General Encyclopedia, Dictionary, and Pictures
My Medieval Journal

Date:_____________________

Today______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

I cannot believe_____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

My poor family has been______________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Your friend,

__________________________________________

It is time to share your findings with others.  Your job here is to create a fictitious newspaper highlighting “The Black Death” and its effect on the different levels of the Feudal System. 

Use all the information you have gathered and created to write a front page for a newspaper that would have been in circulation in 1349.  Be sure that you use language that is appropriate and common for time period.  Also be aware that if you choose to use images that they too are appropriate.  

A sample front page is provided, but remember that it is not the exact format you will use.

Use the resources provided to help you complete this task.
The completed paper should be created using Publisher and should be error free before it is submitted. 

We All Fall Down Resources

Discovery Channel Moments in Time: The Black Death

http://media.dsc.discovery.com/anthology/momentsintime/blackdeath/blackdeath.html
This interactive website allows you to follow the path of The Black Death.  Spend some time watching and listening to all aspects of this site because it lays a great foundation on the origin of the disease.

Inspecta Inspecta World: The Black Death 1347-1350

http://www.insecta-inspecta.com/fleas/bdeath/bdeath.html
This site contains links that show cause of the disease as well as how the disease affected all aspects of life.  

Wide Open Doors: The Black Death: Bubonic Plague

http://www.themiddleages.net/plague.html
This site gives causes of the disease as well as statistics showing how many people were affected.

Medieval Index: The Black Death of 1348-1350

http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/black_death_of_1348_to_1350.htm
This site gives basic information on the plague and provides links that will lead you to more sites with additional information.

BBC History: Black Death

http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/society_culture/welfare/black_01.shtml
This site has many pages that give information on The Black Death.  You can learn about the start of the plague as well as it movement through Europe.

World Book Online

www.worldbookonline.com
This is the electronic encyclopedia we have through our school system.  Use key words to help you locate information on The Black Death.

Inspire

www.inspire.net
Choose any of the following database choices:

· “For Teens”: this will take you to EBSCOhost and search through MAS Ultra School Edition.

· “Health/Medical”: this will take you to EBSCOhost and search through MEDLINE, Clinical Pharmacology, Health Business, Health Source: Nursing/Academic Edition, Health Sources: Consumer Edition.

· “Encyclopedias”: this will take you to EBSCOhost and search through EBSCO Animal, Funk & Wagnalls New World Encyclopedia
· “New INSPIRE Kids”: this will allow you to search through Primary Search, Middle Search Plus, General Encyclopedia, Dictionary, and Pictures





Fictitious Newspaper Rubric/Checklist

Name:___________________________________________

_____ Ring Around the Rosy research attached

_____ Pocket Full of Posy research attached

_____ Ashes, Ashes Medieval Journals attached

4:
All criteria for a “3” is meet and additional work is evident, for example:



More than 3 classes represented



Additional research is evident



Effects on other portions of society is included (arts, music, military…)

3: 
All Aspects of Feudal System are represented in paper


Articles on different feudal classes is accurate


Language used is appropriate for time period


Images used are representative to time period


Paper is free from most spelling and grammar errors

2: 
Paper contains 4 of the 5 elements of a “3”.

1: 
Paper contains less than 4 elements of a “3”


Paper should be redone and resubmitted.

Now that you have completed enough research to understand the changes on people’s lives because of The Black Death as well as how the Feudal System impacted all those who lived in England, take your learning further by reading a historical fiction book that contains elements from what you have studied.

Reading Crispin: The Cross of Lead by Avi, which is set during the medieval time period, is your next task.  As you read this Newbery winning book, reflect on the similarities and differences between how the Feudal System is portrayed in fiction and how it was presented with factual evidence.  Create a visual or written comparison of your findings.  

Use a computer program to prepare your information to be shared.   Some suggested programs are: a PowerPoint slide show, a sign, newsletter, or brochure in Publisher, a formal paper in Word, or a graphic organizer in Inspiration.


This WebQuest was written with an intended audience of gifted and talented sixth grade students.  The idea behind it is that when that GT student who is sitting in a regular education class has shown that he knows the material that is being taught he can go to the media center and choose an independent project to complete.  The tasks were written so that the student needs to check in with an adult, project manager, after each one.  The adult in mind can either be the classroom teacher or the media specialist.

Even though the project is correlated with sixth grade standards, there are definitely aspects of it that would work with both older and younger students.  Another intent of the project is to introduce students to works of literature that bring together history and fiction.  It is through works like this that students are able to allow ideas and concepts to become clearer in their mind.  It is also a hope that the learning takes a deeper turn with the help of the literature that is suggested.

With these ideas in mind, the following Indiana Academic Standards are supported through this project:

Standards (6th Grade)


Language Arts

· Students use their knowledge of word parts and word relationships, as well as context clues, to determine the meaning of specialized vocabulary and to understand the precise meaning of grade-level appropriate words.

· Students read and understand grade-level appropriate material.  They describe and connect the essential ideas, arguments, and perspectives of the text by using their knowledge of text structure, organization, and purpose.

· Students read and respond to grade-level-appropriate historically or culturally significant works of literature that reflect and enhance their study of history and social science.

· Students discuss and keep a list of writing ideas and use graphic organizers to plan writing.  They write clear, coherent, and focused essays.  Students progress the stages of the writing process and proofread, edit, and revise writing.

· Student’s writing demonstrates an awareness of the audience and purpose for writing.

· Students write using Standard English conventions appropriate to this grade level.

Social Studies

· Students will examine the key historic movements, events, and figures that contributed to the development of the modern European and American nations from early civilizations to early modern times.

· Students will compare and contrast forms of government in different historical periods with contemporary political structures of Europe and the Americas and examine the rights and responsibilities of individuals in different political systems.

· Students will examine the role of individuals and groups in societies of Europe and the Americas, identify connections among cultures, and trace the influence of cultures of the past on present societies.  


Ring Around the Rosy

Discovery Channel Moments in Time: The Black Death

http://media.dsc.discovery.com/anthology/momentsintime/blackdeath/blackdeath.html
This interactive website allows you to follow the path of The Black Death.  Spend some time watching and listening to all aspects of this site because it lays a great foundation on the origin of the disease.

Insecta Inspecta World: The Black Death 1347-1350

http://www.insecta-inspecta.com/fleas/bdeath/bdeath.html
This site contains links that show the cause of the disease as well as how the disease affected all aspects of life.  

Wide Open Doors: The Black Death: Bubonic Plague

http://www.themiddleages.net/plague.html
This site gives causes of the disease as well as statistics showing how many people were affected.

Medieval Index: The Black Death of 1348-1350

http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/black_death_of_1348_to_1350.htm
This site gives basic information on the plague and provides links that will lead you to more sites with additional information.

BBC History: Black Death

http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/society_culture/welfare/black_01.shtml
This site has many pages that give information on The Black Death.  You can learn about the start of the plague as well as its movement through Europe.

World Book Online

www.worldbookonline.com
This is the electronic encyclopedia we have through our school system.  Use keywords to help you locate information on The Black Death.

Inspire

www.inspire.net
Choose any of the following database choices:

· “For Teens”: this will take you to EBSCOhost and search through MAS Ultra School Edition.

· “Health/Medical”: this will take you to EBSCOhost and search through MEDLINE, Clinical Pharmacology, Health Business, Health Source: Nursing/Academic Edition, Health Sources: Consumer Edition.

· “Encyclopedias”: this will take you to EBSCOhost and search through EBSCO Animal, Funk & Wagnalls New World Encyclopedia
· “New INSPIRE Kids”: this will allow you to search through Primary Search, Middle Search Plus, General Encyclopedia, Dictionary, and Pictures
Pocket Full of Posy

The Feudal System

http://www.scotttrees.com/middleages/feudal_system.htm
This site contains links that will help you to understand all aspects of the Feudal System.  Be sure to explore all the links as some parts of the system are more difficult to locate.

History on the Net: Medieval Life-Feudalism

http://www.historyonthenet.com/Medieval_Life/feudalism.htm
Follow the chart to understand the order of power in the Feudal System.  Do not forget to scroll down to read a brief description of each individual.

Medieval Citizens

http://library.thinkquest.org/2834/gather/darkage/class.htm 

Read the brief description of the Feudal System and then click on the drawings of the people to learn more about each class.

Inspire

www.inspire.net
Choose any of the following database choices:

· “For Teens”: this will take you to EBSCOhost and search through MAS Ultra School Edition.

· “Encyclopedias”: this will take you to EBSCOhost and search through EBSCO Animal, Funk & Wagnalls New World Encyclopedia
· “New INSPIRE Kids”: this will allow you to search through Primary Search, Middle Search Plus, General Encyclopedia, Dictionary, and Pictures
Ashes, Ashes

The Feudal System

http://www.scotttrees.com/middleages/feudal_system.htm
This site contains links that will help you to understand all aspects of the Feudal System.  Be sure to explore all the links as some parts of the system are more difficult to locate.

History on the Net: Medieval Life-Feudalism

http://www.historyonthenet.com/Medieval_Life/feudalism.htm
Follow the chart to understand the order of power in the Feudal System.  Do not forget to scroll down to read a brief description of each individual.

Medieval Citizens

http://library.thinkquest.org/2834/gather/darkage/class.htm 

Read the brief description of the Feudal System and then click on the drawings of the people to learn more about each class.

Inspire

www.inspire.net
Choose any of the following database choices:

· “For Teens”: this will take you to EBSCOhost and search through MAS Ultra School Edition.

· “Encyclopedias”: this will take you to EBSCOhost and search through EBSCO Animal, Funk & Wagnalls New World Encyclopedia
· “New INSPIRE Kids”: this will allow you to search through Primary Search, Middle Search Plus, General Encyclopedia, Dictionary, and Pictures
We All Fall Down

Discovery Channel Moments in Time: The Black Death

http://media.dsc.discovery.com/anthology/momentsintime/blackdeath/blackdeath.html
This interactive website allows you to follow the path of The Black Death.  Spend some time watching and listening to all aspects of this site because it lays a great foundation on the origin of the disease.

Insecta Inspecta World: The Black Death 1347-1350

http://www.insecta-inspecta.com/fleas/bdeath/bdeath.html
This site contains links that show the cause of the disease as well as how the disease affected all aspects of life.  

Wide Open Doors: The Black Death: Bubonic Plague

http://www.themiddleages.net/plague.html
This site gives causes of the disease as well as statistics showing how many people were affected.

Medieval Index: The Black Death of 1348-1350

http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/black_death_of_1348_to_1350.htm
This site gives basic information on the plague and provides links that will lead you to more sites with additional information.

BBC History: Black Death

http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/society_culture/welfare/black_01.shtml
This site has many pages that give information on The Black Death.  You can learn about the start of the plague as well as its movement through Europe.

World Book Online

www.worldbookonline.com
This is the electronic encyclopedia we have through our school system.  Use keywords to help you locate information on The Black Death.

Inspire

www.inspire.net
Choose any of the following database choices:

· “For Teens”: this will take you to EBSCOhost and search through MAS Ultra School Edition.

· “Health/Medical”: this will take you to EBSCOhost and search through MEDLINE, Clinical Pharmacology, Health Business, Health Source: Nursing/Academic Edition, Health Sources: Consumer Edition.

· “Encyclopedias”: this will take you to EBSCOhost and search through EBSCO Animal, Funk & Wagnalls New World Encyclopedia
· “New INSPIRE Kids”: this will allow you to search through Primary Search, Middle Search Plus, General Encyclopedia, Dictionary, and Pictures
General Resources
Ring Around the Rosy facts:
http://www.scaryplace.com/ringaround.html 

Indiana Academic Standards:

Language Arts:

 http://www.doe.state.in.us/standards/Docs-2004/English/Word/Grade06/6-EnglishLA.doc
Social Studies:

http://www.doe.state.in.us/standards/Docs-2004/English/Word/Grade06/6-SocialStuides.doc
Introduction





Ring Around the Rosy 


“One of the first visible signs of infection were red rings surrounding a rosy bump, all over the victim's body.”





Pocket Full of Posy


“A common belief of the time was that the plague was borne on ‘foul air’. The rationale was that people could protect themselves from the bad air by keeping their local air smelling sweet. That, and it also helped them deal with the smell of death...”


“On the other hand, another sign of infection was the foul stench that would begin to emanate from the victim's body as their lymph system began filling with blood. Those still mobile endeavored to mask their stench and avoid detection by carrying flowers on their person.”








Ashes, Ashes


“In the terminal phases of the disease, victims would be hemorrhaging internally, sometimes triggering sneezing as it irritated the breathing passages. "Ashes" is a child's approximation of a paroxysm of sneezing. In this weakened state, a victim could, and often did, sneeze their lungs out. Messy...”





We All Fall Down


“By now, this one should need little explanation...”





The Boy with No Name: An Extension Activity





“Ring around the Rosy


Pocket full of Posy


Ashes, Ashes


We all fall Down”





Adult/Librarian Page





Resources





The Black Death





Where The Black Death started:





How The Black Death started:





People were afraid because:





Because of The Black Death:





Could this happen again:





The Medieval Times


Vol. 1 					August 20, 1349						London, England





King’s family finally struck








An article would be written here that would explain headline.





Death Numbers rise with no help in site





An article would be written here that would explain headline.





Who will provide food for the king?





An article would be written here that would explain headline.
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