[image: image1..pict]Big Cats

[image: image2.jpg]




The 



(Web)Quest
What’s the Problem?
The big cats of the world have gotten all mixed up!  They live at zoos, at rescue facilities or are part of circuses or other shows.  Many have forgotten where they actual home is.  Sometimes this is because people built in their homelands, and the cats couldn’t live there anymore.  Sometimes they had to move because they were facing extinction and people had to help them survive.  For whatever reason they no longer live at home, they would like to know more about where they or their families used to live.  Are you up for the challenge?

Your QUEST

The big cats need your help in finding their natural envirnonments.  You are going to make a map for them so that they know where they used to live.   There are probably some specific cats that need your help.  In addition to knowing what country the cats are from, they’ll probably also want to know what sort of land they lived in.  Is it snowy?  Is it mountainous?  Is it in a forest…a dessert?  Your map should be artistic as well.  We’ll talk about creating your map next.   

How do you do it?

Step 1—The animals that need your help.
Here are a few cats that are interested in finding out more about their real homes:
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· Lusaka is an adult female lion at the National Zoological Park in Washington, D.C.  She’s new to the National Zoo, so she’s a bit tired of traveling.  She’d like you to do the work for her.  You can find out about Lusaka HERE.
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· The Ringling Bros. and Barnum & Bailey Circus has 4 bengal tigers that need some help as well.  They are very busy with their tricks and shows, so they can’t do any of the research themselves.  You can see these tigers HERE.
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· This jaquar lives at a rescue facility in Indiana.  The facility works to save big cats that have been mistreated or don’t have any place else to go.  This guy would like to know where he is from, too, but he was kind too shy to ask to himself.  You can learn more here.
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· There is a clouded leopard at the Brookfield Zoo in Chicago that wants to know more about his origins.  (There are actually several clouded leopards there…he’s the only one interested at this time.)  You can find out about his exhibit, The Fragile Rainforest, HERE.

There are many more cats out there, too, that would be interested in learning more about their lives.  Find 3 additional cats to look into.  These should be different species than the ones above.  Here are 3 web sites to get you started:
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· This web site talks about the big cats found on Animal Planet, everybody’s favorite channel!
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Australia Zoo. 

· The Australia Zoo was home to the beloved Crocodile Hunter Steve Irwin.  Steve also loved big cats.  His family carries on his legacy, and you can find out about the cats at his zoo at this site.
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Big Cat Diary.  

· The “Big Cat Diary” is a television show that airs in England on a channel called BBC.  This show profiles many cats that you might be interested in.

Step 2—Find out about their original habitats.
Now that you know who needs some help, you need to begin researching.  You might find out some information about these cats and where they are from using the links above.  Here are some more links to help you find the facts that you need:

The Felidae Family. 

· This site lists all 36 species of big cats.  The profile pages give a ton of great information about the cats (hint—there are some maps on here).   

[image: image10.jpg]Australia
00

HomeotThe Y
oHome o T e ¥




Big Cats Online. 

· Features short profiles and pictures of all 36 species of wild cat.  There is also information on conservation efforts. 
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Wikijunior Big Cats. 

· Everything you ever wanted to know about big cats!  Big cat history, fossils, extinction, breeds, life as a big cat, pictures, etc. are all included.  

Be sure and take good notes.  Not only do you need to know where in the world they live, you also need to know what kind of world they lived in.  

Step 3—Map it out!
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Now you need to create your map.  This shouldn’t be any old map, however.  It should be a big cat map!  You can find great maps on National Geographic’s  Xpeditions: http://www.nationalgeographic.com/xpeditions/.  Another fun option would be to buy a world map.  You can sometimes find these at travel agencies for free, or you can buy one at a book store or teacher supply store.  If you use the Xpeditions maps, you will need to print out a world map.  Once you have your map, you need to start planning. 

[image: image13..pict]You should now have 7 big cats that you are putting some place on the map.  By doing the research in Step 2, you will know what country, or at least what continent, the cats come from.  You may need help finding where exactly those countries are on the map.  One option is to use an atlas.  An atlas is a book of maps, and in the back there is an index that will point you to a specific part of a map where a country would be located.  A more fun way to find out where these countries are is to test yourself with this COOL WEB SITE.  It has fun games to test your knowledge of the locations of all the countries.  

After you figure out where all of the cats belong, you need to remember their specific habitat, like mountains, dessert, forest, snow, etc.  You want to include that on the map.  For example, if one of the cats belongs in the Amazon rain forest in Brazil, you would find Brazil on the map (hint—it’s in South America), and draw a few trees on the map in that area to represent the forest.  Next you want to put the cat on the map!  You can either draw pictures of the types of cats, or you can find pictures online.  One great place to find pictures is through Microsoft Clip Art.  You can find it HERE.   It’s a great web site because it lets you use the pictures any way you want…you don’t have to get permission to use them.

Now you’re done with your map! 

What next?
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This doesn’t have to be the end of your exploration of big cats and their natural habitats.  It’s just the start to get you thinking about animals and their environments.  Where do they really belong?  How do you feel about animals at the zoos?  At the circus or on stage?  It may not be as bad as you think.  There are certainly some places that take advantage of how  popular cats are, but many, many facilities are really there to help the cats and to increase awareness of these majestic creatures.  If you are lucky enough to have a great zoo near you with big cats, try to get your parents or teachers to take you on a visit.  You will probably notice that the zoos have tried to recreate their natural environment (is the lion laying on a big rock?)  There are often zookeepers nearby, too, who can answer your questions about how they care for their animals and how they promote conservation.  

Thanks for helping the animals!

Advice for your librarian

This project combines a lot of different fields of study: zoology, geography, conservation and art.  The audience for this particular web quest would be higher elementary aged children, probably ages 9-11.  It could certainly be altered to advance or decrease the age level, as appropriate.  For older children, increase the focus on conservation, which might be difficult for younger kids to grasp.  For younger children, increase the focus on art and creative expression, or limit it to one particular continent.  And of course, you could do this with all types of animals.
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