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A Pathfinder for Sixth Graders
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All aboard!  You are invited to take a journey… a journey that will take you to places you have never been and to a time you have never seen.  You are invited to step aboard the Orphan Train and take a journey back in time to an almost forgotten chapter of American history.  Although some people say the orphan trains never existed, you will meet real people on your journey who remember what it felt like to be a rider on the orphan train.  You will hear their stories, see their pictures, and listen to their voices as they re-live their experiences on the orphan train.  

From around 1850 through the 1920s, thousands of children from New York City were put on trains that were headed west.  The purpose of these cross-country treks was to find homes for orphaned children who needed homes.  What is an orphan?  According to Webster’s dictionary, the definition of an orphan is “a child who has lost both parents.”  While some of the children had lost both parents, many of the children were not “true” orphans.  Many of the children did have parents that were living, but unfortunately their parents could not take care of them.  All of these children were put on the orphan train and taken to a place they had never been, to live with people they had never met.  

This pathfinder is meant to help you learn as much as you can about the orphan trains and the people who rode them.  In it you will find websites, books, reference resources, movies, music, and pictures that will each offer you a different window into this unique time period.  Each resource has been carefully selected with you in mind.  Each one is appropriate for your age, and each one is from a reliable authority on the topic of orphan trains.  

Electronic materials such as databases, software, websites, and videos will make a big difference in your journey.  They will allow you to see and hear things you probably would never be able to see or hear if you had to actually travel to experience them.  In this pathfinder you will see how electronic materials can bring people together and help them understand more about each other.  

If you choose to do some searching on your own, here some keywords to help you in your search:

· orphan train

· orphanage

· street Arabs

· Charles Loring Brace

· placing out

· adoption

· foster care

· Children’s Aid Society

· placing agent

The train is about to leave the station, so let’s begin the journey.  All aboard!
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Nonfiction Books:    
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Orphan Train Rider by Andrea Warren.  Houghton Mifflin, 1998.
Andrea Warren’s book Orphan Train Rider: One Boy’s True Story tells the story of Lee Nailing, a young boy who was sent on the orphan train in 1846.  In this book you will learn all about this boy’s life, and you will also learn many interesting facts about how the orphan trains were started.  You will enjoy learning about orphan trains through this award-winning book.
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We Rode the Orphan Trains by Andrea Warren.  Houghton Mifflin, 2001.
Andrea Warren interviews eight former orphan train riders in her second book about orphan train riders.  In this book you will learn about the lives of eight amazing people, including Nettie and her twin sister Nellie.  Did their journey west have a happy ending?  You will have to read the book to find out!  
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Orphan Trains to Missouri by M. Patrick and E. Trickel.  University of Missouri Press, 1997.
This book is written by college professors who are teachers of genealogy.  In this book the authors include a lot of information about Charles Loring Brace, the man who started the orphan trains. While the focus is on the state of Missouri, this book contains many pictures, interviews, and orginal documents that will help you on your journey of learning about orphan trains.



  Orphan Trains: The Story of Charles Loring Brace and the Children He Saved and Failed by Stephen O’Connor.  Houghton Mifflin, 2001.
This book is a biography of Charles Loring Brace.  It tells the story of his passion to save the homeless, neglected children of New York City by sending them by train to live with families in the West or the Midwest.  This book is written for advanced readers.
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  The Orphan Trains by Annette Fry.  New Discovery, 1994.
Here is a well-researched book that includes many photographs and information on the orphan train era.  The last chapter of the book discusses how former orphan train children are now trying to find their relatives from whom they were separated so long ago.  

Fiction Books:


  Train to Somewhere by Eve Bunting.  Clarion Books, 2000.
This is a beautifully illustrated picture book that will tug at your emotions.  By reading this book, you will be able to better understand what it was like for a young girl to take the orphan train in hopes of finding a new home.  This is a book that has won several awards and is great for all ages.
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  A Family Apart by Joan Lowery Nixon.  Laurel Leaf, 1995.
A Family Apart is a historical fiction book about the Frances Kelly, the oldest girl in a family of six children.  This book tells the exciting story of the children’s journey on the orphan train and what happens to them when they reach their destinations.  This is the first book in a series of books by Joan Lowery Nixon about the Kelly family.  It is a well-written, interesting book.
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  Orphan Train by Verla Kay.  Putnam Juvenile, 2003.
This beautiful book is written as a poem that tells a story.  It is the story of three children who are orphaned when their parents die of typhoid fever.  Go with them as they are taken to live first in an orphanage and then to new homes at the end of their journey on the orphan train.
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    Gratefully Yours by Jane Buchanan.  Scholastic, 1997.
This is the story of nine year old Hattie who rides the orphan train to Nebraska and is taken in by a    couple who are still grieving over the loss of their own children.  This book will give you more insight into how hard it would be to adjust to a completely new family as the orphan train riders were asked to do.

[image: image21.jpg]



 Hank’s Story by Jane Buchanan.  Puffin, 2002.

Here you will find an example of one of the orphan train riders whose new home was not a happy and safe place.  This is the story of Hank, an orphan train rider who ends up in Nebraska, living with an abusive couple.  You will be inspired by Hank as he overcomes the many challenges in his life.


Rodzina by Karen Cushman.  Clarion Books, 2003.

This book is written by Karen Cushman, the same author who won the Newbery Medal for The Midwife’s Apprentice.  In this book Rodzina, a twelve-year-old girl, travels from Chicago to California on an orphan train.  Rodzina is sure that her story will not end happily.  Read this book to find out if she is right and to learn even more about orphan trains. 


· Learn more about the Orphan Train Movement from the Children’s Aid Society’s website at www.childrensaidsociety.org/about/train.

Here you will find a history of the Children’s Aid Society, which was founded by Charles Loring Brace.  The Children’s Aid Society (CAS) was one of the agencies that placed children on the orphan trains.  Look here to see how this phenomenon began and how this agency is still striving to help children today.

· You will not want to miss the informative Orphan Train Collection at http://www.orphantrainriders.com/!
This website is full of information that will help you on your journey to find out more about the orphan trains.  The website includes a collection of interviews, photographs, magazine articles, books, and newspapers articles about orphan trains and the orphan train riders.  The creators of this website, the people at the Orphan Train Heritage Society of America, are dedicated to educating the American people about this chapter of American history.  Helpful pages within this site are the Frequently Asked Questions page, the Remembering the Riders page, and the How Did it Feel? page.

· Want to know more?  Check out the Orphan Trains of Kansas website at http://www.kancoll.org/articles/orphans/index.html!

Would you like to read about the history of the orphan Trains?  Would it be helpful to look at a timeline of the orphan train movement?  Maybe you would like to see the “Want-Ads” that were placed in a Kansas newspaper asking for homes for orphan children.  These articles and much more are waiting to be explored by you at this website.

· Where did the orphan trains stop in Nebraska?  Find out the answer at the Orphan Trains of Nebraska website at http://www.rootsweb.com/~neadoptn/Orphan.htm.

Here you can read an incredible and true story about someone who never knew her grandmother was an orphan train rider until after her grandmother had died.  Read about how she searched for answers about the life of her grandmother, Rose Sedlacek Miles.  This website, which includes audio clips, is full of many interesting stories.  The life of Howard Hurd is one of those stories you can find at this website.  

· Did the orphan trains stop in Indiana?  Maybe you would like to know if any former orphan train riders live close to your hometown.  Check it out at the Indiana Orphan Trains Project at http://www.rootsweb.com/~inhamilt/otr.htm.
The goal of this website is to find all of the orphan train riders that were placed in homes in the state of Indiana.  You can see a list of Indiana orphan train riders and the county in which they live (or lived).  Maybe you will see the name of someone you know!  Also, you can read biographical information on many of the orphan riders by exploring this website.

· For another stop on your journey towards knowing about orphan trains, read a good article that includes many stories.  It is called “They rode the Orphan Trains.” You will find it at http://www.rootsweb.com/~mogrundy/orphans.html.
This article is from the magazine Rural Missouri.  Can you imagine being sent to a new home and all of the people in your new family spoke a language you did not know?  That’s what happened to one little girl.  Read about her and many others in this article.  
· Visit this website for information on orphans and to find links to websites of other related topics.  Visit the 42Explore Orphan Trains page at http://www.42explore2.com/orphan.htm.
This site has many links to related topics such as adoption, foster care, and orphanages.  It also has links to orphan train webquests and other activities that you might want to try.  See what you can discover.
· Who was responsible for placing the children on the orphan trains and making sure they each found homes?  Read about it at the Orphan Train webpage at http://www.outfitters.com/~melissa/ot/ot.html.
This page will give you a brief history of the orphan trains, and you will also find information about three agencies in New York City who helped orphans find new homes.  The agencies are the New York Juvenile Asylum, the New York Children’s Aid Society, and the New York Foundling Hospital.

· Stop here to look at illustrations of the orphans that appeared in magazines in the late 1800s.  You will also find pictures and more interesting facts at the Nebraska State Historical Society’s Orphan Train page found at http://www.nebraskahistory.org/sites/mnh/orphans/.
You can also see pictures of and read the stories of a girl named Toni, a boy named Albert, and a family of five boys whose last name was Panzer.  You can even see a picture of the socks Albert wore when he rode the orphan train!

· What if you could interview the award-winning author Andrea Warren?  Would you like to find out how she got her ideas for her books Orphan Train Rider and We Rode the Orphan Trains?  Check out Andrea Warren’s Homepage at http://www.andreawarren.com/.
This website will be an interesting stop on your journey.  Find out about how Andrea Warren became interested in orphan trains.  If you have a question that was not answered in the interview, you can even e-mail her through a link at her website.

· What if an actual orphan train rider came to your school to talk to your class about his life?  That is exactly what happened to a group of students.  Explore the New York – Missouri Connection at http://comsewogue.k12.ny.us/~orphantrain/.
This website is the result of an orphan train project created by students and teachers at an elementary school in New York.  This site is full of orphan train information.  You can read poetry, look at a slide show, or see a diagram created by students.  You can also read about the videoconference between students in New York and students in Missouri.  You can see pictures of Bill Oser, the orphan train rider who came to the school and shared his story with the students during the videoconference.  This website even has a letter written by Joan Lowery Nixon (author of The Orphan Train Adventures series) to the students involved in this project.  Make sure you make a stop at this website!
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    INSPIRE Kids – Middle Search Plus

http://squid.inspire.net/kidsframe1.html
This is available for free to all people who live in Indiana, so take advantage of this great resource.  It is easy to use.  When you click on the link, you will be taken to the Searchasaurus map.  Click on the Middle Search Plus icon, and then type your search term into the box.  You can select the Lexile reading level that is best for you.  When you get your results, click on the ones that you would like to read.  It is that simple!  You can try different search terms to narrow or expand your results.  For example, the search term “orphan” produced 549 results, and “orphan train” showed only 15 results.  See what results you can find!
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   Inspiration Software
       http://www.inspiration.com/home.cfm
Stop here to organize all of the information and ideas about orphan trains that you have been finding on your journey.  You can create a diagram with pictures and words so that you can see how all you are learning fits together.  You can then use this software to turn your diagram into an instant outline that you can use to write about your journey.




 American Experience: The Orphan Trains - DVD. PBS, 2000.

Sit back, relax, and take a rest from your journey while you watch this documentary on the orphan trains from a very reliable source, PBS.  



  Orphan Train – VHS.  EMI Television, 1979.

This fictional story based on real life events will be an entertaining and interesting stop for you on your journey to learn about orphan trains.  


Tom Russell’s The Man from God Knows Where.  Hightone Records, 1999.

This cd includes the song “Rider on the Orphan Train.”   To listen to a sample of the song, go to http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B00000I73E/ref=ase_ghcssoftware-20/103-4752179-4254252?s=music&v=glance&n=5174&tagActionCode=ghcssoftware-20.


(What To Do With What You Have Learned)

You have reached the end of your journey, but what should you do now with all of your new knowledge?  Here is a list of ideas to get you started:

· Write a script for a short play based on the life of one of the orphan train riders.  Get some friends to help you act it out for your class.

· Write a letter to one of the orphan train riders who is still living.  Send your letter and see if you get a response.

· Write a poem or lyrics to a song about orphan trains.

· Create your own documentary based on what you have learned.

· Write a letter to one of the authors of the books that you read about orphan trains.

· Express your creative side!  Paint a picture, draw a sketch, create a collage, or make a sculpture based on what you now know.

· Pretend you are a rider on the orphan train.  Write a journal about what happens to you and about your feelings before, during, and after the trip.

· Get involved!  If studying about orphan trains made you wish you could help today’s orphan children, there are many ways to become involved.  Click on the following links to find out about organizations that are making a difference in the lives of children today.  Think of ways that you might be able to help.

Children’s Hope International - http://www.chifoundation.org/
Rotary Club’s Orphan Train Project - http://www.rotaryorphantrain.org/index.html
Links For Teachers:

· Lesson plans for the Iowa Orphan Train Project - http://www.maquoketa.k12.ia.us/OT_Lessons.html
· A teacher’s guide for using PBS’s American Experience – Orphan Trains -  http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/orphan/teachers.html
· Lesson plans for 4th graders by Linda Vaianella - http://www.comsewogue.k12.ny.us/curriculum/conceptmaps/vaianella/vaianella.htm
· Lesson plans for 4th graders by Laurie Tilmont - http://www.comsewogue.k12.ny.us/curriculum/conceptmaps/tilmont/tilmont.htm
· Lesson plans for 6th-8th graders - http://www.sciencenetlinks.com/lessons.cfm?BenchmarkID=7&DocID=72
· The Indiana Academic Standards - http://www.indianastandardsresources.org/standardSummary.asp?Subject=soc&Grade=6&Standard=
http://www.indianastandardsresources.org/standardSummary.asp?Subject=eng&Grade=6&Standard=

This pathfinder can be used to meet the following standards:
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Grade Six – English/Language Arts

Standard 1: READING: Word Recognition, Fluency, and Vocabulary Development
Word Recognition involves the understanding of the basic features of words: word parts, patterns, relationships, and origins. Students use phonics, context clues, and a growing knowledge of English and other languages to determine the meaning of words and become fluent readers.

Standard 2: READING: Comprehension
Comprehension involves understanding grade-level-appropriate material. Students develop strategies such as asking questions; making predictions; and identifying and analyzing structure, organization, perspective, and purpose. After Grade 5, the focus is on informational texts.

Standard 3: READING: Literary Response and Analysis
Response to grade-level-appropriate literature includes identifying story elements such as character, theme, plot, and setting, and making connections and comparisons across texts. Literary response enhances students’ understanding of history, culture, and the social sciences.

Standard 4: WRITING: Process
The writing process includes prewriting, drafting, editing, and revising. Students progress through these stages to write clear, coherent, and focused paragraphs and essays.

Standard 5: WRITING: Applications
Through the exploration of different types of writing and the characteristics of each, students become proficient at narrative (stories), expository (informational), descriptive (sensory), persuasive (emotional appeal), argumentative (logical defense), and technical writing. Writing demonstrates an awareness of the audience (intended reader) and purpose for writing.

Standard 6: WRITING: English Language Conventions
Conventions include the grade-level-appropriate mechanics of writing, such as penmanship, spelling, grammar, capitalization, punctuation, sentence structure, and manuscript form.
Grade Six - Social Studies

Grade 6: Peoples, Places, and Cultures in Europe and the Americas
Students study the regions and countries of Europe and the Americas, including geographical, historical, economic, political, and cultural relationships. The areas emphasized are Europe and North and South America, including Central America and the Caribbean.
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Second stop . . .  WEBSITES





First stop . . .  BOOKS





 Third stop . . . REFERENCE RESOURCES





Fourth stop . . . SOFTWARE





Last stop . . . MOVIES and MUSIC





Extension Ideas














