The Caldecott Medal


_______________________________________________________________

Congratulations!  You have just been given an incredible honor.  The American Library Association has decided to add one more member to the Caldecott Medal committee.  Because the Caldecott Medal is awarded only to children’s books, they have decided the newest committee member should be an elementary school student and WOW they have chosen you!

_______________________________________________________________

Task #1

Since you have never been on such a prestigious committee before you need to do some research.  You will need to know about the Caldecott Medal and it’s past recipients if you want to do a good job as the newest committee member.  Click on About the Caldecott Medal to learn more information about this award.  Fill out The Caldecott Medal (worksheet #1) with the information that you learned. Put this finished worksheet in your Caldecott Folder.

The Caldecott Medal Committee is preparing the list of this year’s book nominees.  Before you can recommend a book for the list you need to find out the rules.  Browse through Caldecott Terms and Criteria to learn about the rules and regulations for getting the award.

Task #2

Each member of the committee is going to recommend 1 book for this year’s list of nominees.  Before you can recommend a book you need to look at some of the winners from the past to find out what it takes to win the Caldecott Medal.  You also need to learn more about what kind of books have won the Caldecott Medal.  You will need to do some reading and research.  Here are some places you could visit.

· Click on Caldecott Medal and Honor Books for the list of all the winners from 1938-present.  

· You could also visit The Reading Corner to get a brief description of what each story is about.  Click on a decade to see what books were winners and then click on the picture of the books to read what the story was about.  

Task #3
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The artists and illustrators that create the Caldecott books use many different mediums when making their beautiful pictures.  Some will use paint and others will use pencils.  Some artists have used non-traditional methods to illustrate their books like woodcuts or paper cutting.  How the illustrations of a Caldecott book are made is very important and very interesting.  Tony DiTerlizzi illustrated 2003 Caldecott Honor Book The Spider and the Fly.  Tony DiTerlizzi used computers to help give his illustrations an eerie ghost like effect.  Do you think that using computers would make it easier or harder for illustrators to create beautiful pictures?  Do the following task to get an idea of how the artists create their pictures using traditional and non-traditional mediums.

· On your computer click on the Start menu then onto Programs, Accessories, and finally Paint.

· Using one of the winners or honor books that you read choose an illustration from the book and draw it using Microsoft Paint.  Play around with the software using the spray can, the paintbrush, the shapes and the colors.  

· When you have finished print out your computer illustration and put it in your Caldecott Folder.
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An example of 

what an illustration done in Microsoft Paint might look like.
· Next, using Traditional mediums (worksheet #2) draw the same illustration using only crayons, markers, or colored pencils.  

· When you are finished put your completed illustration in your Caldecott Folder.

· What did you think of drawing the same picture with a computer and then with traditional drawing tools?  Which was easier?  Which was harder?  What picture do you like the best?  What was the best part of using the computer for illustrations?  What was the best part of using the crayons, markers, or colored pencils?  Which method of illustration do you prefer?

Task #4
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Read this year’s Caldecott Medal Winner Kitten’s First Full Moon by Kevin Henkes. After you have read the book:

· Visit The Story Behind the Book where Kevin Henkes talks about writing his 2005 Caldecott winner.

· Go to Amazon.com’s Kids Reviews and write your review of this year’s winner.  

· Click and choose how many stars you want to give the book.  1 is bad and 5 is good.

· Then give the title of your review.  Please title your review with your first name only and the title of the book.   For example: Ann’s review of Kitten’s First Full Moon.

· Then type in your review.  What did you think of the book?   What did you like?  Why? What did you not like?  Why?  Did you enjoy the pictures and the story?  Would you tell a friend to read this book?  

· Click Preview to see what your review looks like.  Please print your review before you hit Save.  Put your printed review into your Caldecott Folder.  

Task #5

You will also need to read at least 3 other Caldecott Medal Winners and 2 Honor books from the list of winners above.  You can borrow these from your school Media Center or your public library.  Fill out Caldecott Winner Information (worksheet #3) for each book that you read.  

Task #6

Now it’s time for you to nominate a book for the Caldecott Medal.  You’ll remember from the Terms and Criteria that the book needs to be published in the last year.  For this Webquest however, we are going to ignore that fact.  You can choose any picture book to nominate for the Caldecott Medal as long as it is not on the list of past winners and honor books.  You could choose to nominate an old favorite or a new book that you really enjoy, but remember it MUST be a PICTURE book.  Once you have decided on what book you want to nominate you will need to persuade the other members of the Caldecott committee that your book deserves to be the Medal Winner.  Using Persuasive Speech (worksheet #4) write to your fellow committee members explaining why your book deserves the medal.  

Everyone will deliver his or her persuasive speech for the class.  The class will act as the Caldecott Medal committee and vote for a winner of the medal among the choices.  

Worksheets (#1-4)
Worksheet #1 The Caldecott Medal

Name:________________________    Classroom Teacher:______________

The Caldecott Medal
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Read through the first paragraph.

1. What year was the Medal designed?___________

2. What is it made out of?_____________________

3. What is engraved on the back of the Medal?_________________________________________________

Read through the third paragraph.

4. How often is the Caldecott Medal given out?______________________

5. Complete this sentence.

“The Caldecott Medal shall be awarded to…________________________

__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________.”

6. One of the rules for the Caldecott is that the illustrator must be a citizen of what country?______________________

Read the fourth paragraph.


7. What are the books called that didn’t win the award but are still worthy of attention?_______________________________________________

8. In 1971 the term “_____________” was changed to “_____________.”

Read about Randolph Caldecott.

9. He lived and worked as a children’s book illustrator in ______________   during the __________ century.

10. What was the title of the Randolph Caldecott book where the Caldecott Medal designs came from? ______________________________

Total correct  ____/10

Worksheet #2 Traditional Mediums

Name:__________________________  Classroom Teacher:_____________



Traditional Mediums
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Directions:  After creating your Caldecott illustration using Microsoft Paint draw the same picture using traditional artist mediums like crayons, markers, or colored pencils.  

Title of Book:_____________________________________________________
Medal or Honor winner:________________________

Year:_________

Medium used by illustrator:__________________________________________

Illustration can be found on page number:_______






Illustration = 5 pts






Questions = 5pts






Total earned  ___/10 pts.

Worksheet #3  Caldecott Winner Information

Name:___________________________   Classroom Teacher:___________

Caldecott Winner Information Sheets
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Directions:  You will need to read 5 Caldecott Medal books: 3 Medal winners and 2 Honor books.  For each book that you read you will need to fill out one of the Caldecott Winner Information Sheets.  Once you have completed your sheets place them in your Caldecott Folder.  You may find the books at your school Media Center, your public library, or possibly a local bookstore.  

______________________________________________________________

Sheet #1

1.  Book Title:__________________________________________________

2.  Book Illustrator:_____________________________

3.  Honor or Medal Winner:_______________________

4.  In what year was this book awarded a Caldecott Medal?_________________

5.  What medium did the illustrator use? (What did they use to make the    pictures?)____________________________________________________

6.  Are the colors bright and bold or pastel and quiet?______________________

7.  What colors does the illustrator seem to prefer?________________________

8.  Do you think the illustrations go well with the story?________, Because 

     __________________________________________________________

     __________________________________________________________

9.  On what page is your favorite illustration?  Page____ , it has a picture of

     __________________________________________________________

10. If you were on the committee when this book was given the award would you      have voted for it?  Yes?  No?  Why?  ______________________________

      ____________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

Sheet #2

1.  Book Title:__________________________________________________

2.  Book Illustrator:_____________________________

3.  Honor or Medal Winner:_______________________

4.  In what year was this book awarded a Caldecott Medal?_________________

5.  What medium did the illustrator use? (What did they use to make the    pictures?)____________________________________________________

6.  Are the colors bright and bold or pastel and quiet?______________________

7.  What colors does the illustrator seem to prefer?________________________

8.  Do you think the illustrations go well with the story?________, Because 

     __________________________________________________________

     __________________________________________________________

9.  On what page is your favorite illustration?  Page____ , it has a picture of

     __________________________________________________________

10. If you were on the committee when this book was given the award would you      have voted for it?  Yes?  No?  Why?  ______________________________

      ____________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

Sheet #3

1.  Book Title:__________________________________________________

2.  Book Illustrator:_____________________________

3.  Honor or Medal Winner:_______________________

4.  In what year was this book awarded a Caldecott Medal?_________________

5.  What medium did the illustrator use? (What did they use to make the    pictures?)____________________________________________________

6.  Are the colors bright and bold or pastel and quiet?______________________

7.  What colors does the illustrator seem to prefer?________________________

8.  Do you think the illustrations go well with the story?________, Because 

     __________________________________________________________

     __________________________________________________________

9.  On what page is your favorite illustration?  Page____ , it has a picture of

     __________________________________________________________

10. If you were on the committee when this book was given the award would you      have voted for it?  Yes?  No?  Why?  ______________________________

      ____________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

Sheet #4

1.  Book Title:__________________________________________________

2.  Book Illustrator:_____________________________

3.  Honor or Medal Winner:_______________________

4.  In what year was this book awarded a Caldecott Medal?_________________

5.  What medium did the illustrator use? (What did they use to make the    pictures?)____________________________________________________

6.  Are the colors bright and bold or pastel and quiet?______________________

7.  What colors does the illustrator seem to prefer?________________________

8.  Do you think the illustrations go well with the story?________, Because 

     __________________________________________________________

     __________________________________________________________

9.  On what page is your favorite illustration?  Page____ , it has a picture of

     __________________________________________________________

10. If you were on the committee when this book was given the award would you      have voted for it?  Yes?  No?  Why?  ______________________________

      ____________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

Sheet #5

1.  Book Title:__________________________________________________

2.  Book Illustrator:_____________________________

3.  Honor or Medal Winner:_______________________

4.  In what year was this book awarded a Caldecott Medal?_________________

5.  What medium did the illustrator use? (What did they use to make the    pictures?)____________________________________________________

6.  Are the colors bright and bold or pastel and quiet?______________________

7.  What colors does the illustrator seem to prefer?________________________

8.  Do you think the illustrations go well with the story?________, Because 

     __________________________________________________________

     __________________________________________________________

9.  On what page is your favorite illustration?  Page____ , it has a picture of

     __________________________________________________________

10. If you were on the committee when this book was given the award would you      have voted for it?  Yes?  No?  Why?  ______________________________

      ____________________________________________________________




Each question is worth ½ pt.



Each sheet is worth 5 pts.







         Total ___/25 pts.

Worksheet #4 Persuasive Speech

Name:___________________________  Classroom Teacher:____________

Persuasive Speech
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Directions:  You will now need to write your persuasive speech to the rest of the Caldecott committee recommending the book you think should win the next Caldecott Medal.  You will deliver your speech to your class and a written copy of your speech needs to be turned into your Caldecott folder.  Remember you can choose a new book that you just read, or an old favorite, but it must be a picture book.  In your speech please mention the following:

· Title of your book.

· Author and Illustrator of your book.

· What year was your book published?

· What kind of illustrations does your book have?

· Why you chose this book.

· Why you think that your book should win the Caldecott Medal.

Ladies and Gentlemen of the Caldecott Medal Committee, the picture book that I wish to nominate is: _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________





Written Speech 10 pts.





Oral Speech
5 pts. 





Total _____/15 pts. 

Student Checklist 

The Caldecott Folder

Name:__________________________  Classroom Teacher:____________

Use this Student Checklist to organize and keep track of all of your Caldecott Tasks and Worksheets.  You will need to use a 2 pocket folder to keep track of all of your papers.  This Caldecott Folder will be what you turn in for your grade so it is very important to be organized and keep track of your work.  
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Caldecott 



Caldecott 

Caldecott 

Folder
Student Checklist

·     Worksheet #1 The Caldecott Medal



____/10 

·     Printed Microsoft Paint Illustration


        ____/5



·     Worksheet #2 Traditional Mediums



____/10

·     Printed Kitten’s First Full Moon Review                        ____/10


·     Worksheet #3 Caldecott Winner Info Sheets                ____/25

·     Worksheet #4 Persuasive Speech                               ____/15

·     Organized Caldecott Folder w/ Checklist & Assignments ___/5 







       Total  ____/ 80 pts.

Librarian Page

This Caldecott Webquest was designed to help librarians teach the Caldecott Medal to their students and integrate online activities and technology.  Teaching award winning literature is always a pleasure for a school Media Specialist.  This webquest was created to teach award-winning literature to students using tasks that they will find informative and enjoyable.  The Webquest was created for 4th grade students to be done in the Media Center or to be used by a classroom teacher. Most school districts have their own Media Curriculum Standards that include teaching, examining, and recognizing Caldecott Medal Winners.  Read WWS Library Media Curriculum for an example (Scroll down to Appreciation). 

Additional Caldecott Teaching Materials can be found at most teacher resource stores and school Media Centers.  Here are a few worth looking up:

· Using Caldecotts Across the Curriculum by Joan Novelli.  Scholastic 1998. $12.95

· Caldecott Activities by Kathy O’ Steen.  T. S. Denison & Co. 1992. 

· A Caldecott Celebration by Leonard S. Marcus.  Walker and Co. 1998. $18.95

· Caldecott Connections Series (Science, Social Studies, etc.) by Shan Glandon. Libraries Unlimited 2000.  $30.50

· Art Through Children’s Literature: Creative Art Lesson for Caldecott Books By Debi Englebaugh.  Teachers Idea Press 1994.  $25.00

There is a wealth of books published on the Caldecott Medal.  If you are looking for something more specific a trip to the bookstore or an online search should do the trick.

This webquest was not designed with a timeframe in mind.  That depends entirely on the librarian, the schedule, and the amount of time you want to commit on any given day.  Instead I recommend that you use this timeline and fill it in for your students with the specific dates and times that you will be working with.  Giving a copy to your students for their Caldecott Folder will keep them on track and from asking you repeatedly when things are due.

Caldecott Webquest Timeline
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