
EbscoAnimals Tutorial

Created on 28 March 2005 by Mindy Cooper 

Overview: 

EbscoAnimals is a database that provides information on familiar animals and their habitats.  Information comes from the Encyclopedia of Animals, for which Ebsco Publishing has the copyright.  Ebsco provides the abstracts for all entries and the full text and pictures for selected entries.

Using this electronic database makes searching for animals within a certain species or family easier than using a book.  Users will find links to many animals from a class, family or species at one time by using the database, rather than having to look up the animals individually in a print encyclopedia.  Also, with an electronic database, cross references are hyperlinked so that users may easily navigate between topics.

While the database is distributed by Ebsco, the Indiana State Legislature provides access to this, and other Ebsco databases, on INSPIRE (Indiana Spectrum of Information Resources).  EbscoAnimals may be accessed from the following url:  http://data.inspire.net/subject.html
Key Features: 
· A basic search allows users to put in a generic term, while an advanced search allows one to search by animal, subject, abstract, accession number, kingdom, phylum, class, order, family, and genus and species.  

· Database provides full text for many of the entries.

· Some entries include a color photo.

Strengths:
· Provides full text and pictures

· Provides advanced search feature

Weaknesses:

· Sometimes general search has too many results and too specific search bring ups no results
· Database provides information for “familiar” animals only
· In advanced search, there is no place to search for geographic area
Use of EbscoAnimals:
People of all ages wanting to find general information about particular animals could use the database for information to be used 

· In reports
· In Power Point presentations

· For posters

· For displays

· For general knowledge

EbscoAnimals Tutorial

Do you have to do a school report or presentation on animals?  Let’s look for information about where an animal lives, what it eats, what it looks like, and other useful facts using EbscoAnimals!

What is EbscoAnimals?  It is an electronic database that makes finding information on animals fun and easy.  They even have color pictures of some animals!

How do you get to EbscoAnimals?  

· Click on this link: http://data.inspire.net/subject.html 
· Click on the box (the green arrow is pointing to it) 

· Click on EbscoAnimals to start looking
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What parts of EbscoAnimals do I use to help me find stuff?

Use the last page of this guide with the colored arrows to help you use EbscoAnimals.

Let’s look for information on dolphins.

· Type dolphin into the space that says find (blue arrow)

· Click on search (gray arrow)
· Your screen should look like this
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· Click on Bottle-nosed dolphin, which is blue and underlined

· Click on the down arrow (pink arrow) to read about this animal

· Did you notice the picture?

Now, let’s go back and take a look at another type of dolphin.  
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· Click on the result list (purple arrow) to go back to the list of dolphins.

· Click on the whitefin dolphin

· Read through the information by clicking in the area by the pink arrow

· Did you notice that there is no picture?

Let’s look for a new animal!  

· Click on the new search button (orange arrow)

· Type koala in the space that says find (blue arrow)

· Did you see that there is only one koala listed?

· Click on the blue, underlined word koala

· Read through the information by clicking in the area by the pink arrow

· Isn’t the picture cute?

Now that you know the basics, let’s do an advanced search!

· Click on the new search button (orange arrow)

· Now click on the advanced search tab (black arrow)

· Type in the word Marsupialia

· Click on the box that says default field

· Find order and click on it (yellow arrow)

· Click on the search button (gray arrow)

· Notice there are 39 animals in this order

· Click on the numbers (circled) to view the complete list
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Take a look at the rat kangaroo 

· Click on the number 2 to view the second page of animals 

· Click on rat kangoo, record #18

· Read through the information about the rat kangaroo
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Finally, can you find information on the kangaroo rat, which lives in the southwestern United States?

· Click on the new search button (orange arrow)

· Type in kangaroo rat in space that says find (blue arrow)

· Click the search button (gray arrow)

· What happened?  Did you get a screen that looks like this?
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Why couldn’t you find information on the kangaroo rat?  

Answer—EbscoAnimals gives great information, but it provides information for familiar animals only.  If you are searching for an animal that does not appear in EbscoAnimals, you would need to use something else.  Ask your librarian for help!

Keep this page handy as you go through the guide!
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Colored arrows point to things that will help you use   

EbscoAnimals, no matter what you are looking are.

Blue—Type in the name of what you are looking for
Gray—Click here when you are done typing
Pink—Use the down arrow to see more of the screen
Orange—Use this when you want to look for a new animal

Black—Lets you do a more difficult search 
Yellow—Helps you search for animals by their species, etc.

Database Application Activity:


In the children’s section of a public library, I would have promotional flyers available that explain the benefits of using EbscoAnimals for help in doing reports, and making posters and presentations for school.  In addition, I would have large, colorful poster boards with the above information, not just for EbscoAnimals, but for other useful tools.   

These visuals would include information on the ease of searching the database for animals from a specific species or order with an advanced search, as opposed to looking through books for each individual animals in a species or order.  Additionally, they would include example color pictures taken from EbscoAnimals, and the invitation to come and talk to the librarian and ask for help.

My promotional flyer would look something like this: 



· To write factual reports

· Make colorful, interesting presentations

· Design cool posters
Why use EbscoAnimals?

It makes finding information about an animal fun and easy.  

It has full text articles about animals.  There are even color pictures of some animals!

Use this database to find answers to questions about the koala, dolphin, polar bear and many other animals

Where do they live?

What do they eat?

What do they look like?

What species do they belong to?

What other animals are they like?

And others
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Ask the librarian for a tutorial on how to use EbscoAnimals.

It can help you with your school work, but you’ll want to use it just for fun, too!

Please talk to the librarian if you have questions.[image: image11.jpg]
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