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Overview

The Biography Resource Center is a database containing a large amount of biographical articles, essays and basic information on various people from history to the present day; from explorers to kings, from authors to present day actors.  This database can be used to quickly look up basic facts or to find full articles in order to help you write a report or research paper.  Other key features include photos, drawings or paintings of the featured people, related magazine articles and links to helpful websites.

This electronical material is available to Indiana residents free of charge
 through Inspire and is a great resource in many ways, such as when you don’t have time to get to the library or when the library books on the person you are researching are all checked out.  The database is appropriate for upper elementary 

age and middle school students, but high school students and adults will also find it useful for fast, basic biographical information and current magazine articles relating to studies or findings on a particular person.    
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How to Search for a Biography Article:
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Use this search method if you know the full name or part of the name of the person you want information on.

· In the Name Search box type

the name of the person you are 
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L search, Amelia Mary Earhart, returned the following results.
Narrative | Thumbnail | Magazine i
Blographies | Biographies | "Arbiies | Websites

Amelia Mary Earhart

(Bmerican pilot, 1897-1937)
Also known as: Amelia Mary Earhart Putnam, Amelia Earhart, Amelia (Mary) Earhart

Below are items: 1-6 of 6 found.

i Image
page: 1
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I~ Earhart, Amelia Mary

“Amelia Mary Earhart,” in American Decades CD-ROM. Gale Research,
1998, (An in-depth profile of the individual’s ife and notewarthy
contributions to American histary.)

I~ Earhart, Amelia Mary

“Amelia Mary Earhart," in Contemporary Heroes and Heroines. vol. 1
Gale Research, 1990, (an in-depth profile of the individuals ife and
achievements.)

I~ Earhart, Amelia Mary
“Amelia Mary Earhart,” in Encyclopedia of World 8iography, 2nd ed. 17

Vals. Gale Research, 1998, (An in-depth profile of the individual's fife
and career.)

I~ Earhart, Amelia Mary
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looking for.

· Notice that you can select to 

Search by “name contains” or 

“start of last name”.   This is 

helpful if you only know part of 

the name or if you are not quite 

sure how to spell the whole name.
Now let’s do a sample search for practice.  

· Type the name “Amelia Earhart” in the Name Search Box and click on the yellow search button. 
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1593, an expedition found certain objects (a shoe and & metal plate) on the small

aroll of Nikumaroro south of Howland, which could have been left by Earhart and

Noonan.

e > E

FURTHER READINGS
 Morrissey, Muriel. Amelia Earhart. (8ellerophon, 1985).
o Lomax, Judy. Women of the Air. (Dodd, Mead & Co., 1987).

o Lovell, Mary S. The Sound of Wings: The Life of Amelia Earhart. (t. Martin's
Press, 1989).

SOURCE CITATION

"Amelia Earhart.” American Decades CD-ROM. Gele Research, 1998,
Reproduced in 8iogranhy Resource Certer. Farmington Hills, Mich.: Thomson Gale.
2005. http:// galenet.galegroup.com / serviet/BioRC
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Your screen should look like the one pictured below.  From here you have several tab options:
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· The first tab is for 

Narrative Biographies.

These are essays that range 

from a few paragraphs to

several pages and cover

the person’s life and 

accomplishments.

· The second tab is for 

Thumbnail Biographies.

These contain a very short 

amount of information, usually

just a few sentences long.

These are best if you just 

need to know who someone was, but don’t need a lot of details.

· The third tab is for Magazine Articles.  These articles can be about the 

person’s life or accomplishments and might offer different points of view.   Though the person you are finding information on might be from a long time ago, these articles show you how that person is still being researched, thought about and how they still affect our lives today.

· The fourth tab option is for Websites.  Use this tab to take you to websites about your person.  These sites have been reviewed to make sure they have reliable information.  Using the suggested websites makes finding internet sources much easier and gives you much better sources than just doing a basic internet search through your favorite search engine.

Go back to the Narrative Biographies tab.  

· Click on the first entry for Earhart, Amelia Mary.  This takes you to the first full-length biography. 

·  Scroll down to the bottom of the page.  Notice the 

Further Readings area.  

These are some 
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Biographical Facts Search

Enter your search criteria below.
You may enter criteria in one field, same of the fields, or all of the fields below. For example, you
could search for American inventors born between 1850 and 1900, by filing in the Nationaliy,

Occupation, and Birth Year fields. For more information an haw ta Use Biographical Facts Search,

click here.

Name:
@ Name contains ' Start of last name

Occupation

(singular form recommended)
View Occupation Terms

[Afghan [Aftican American

Nationality: [Albanian Ethricity: |Asian American
[Algerian Hispanic American
| American

Native American

Gender:[Any
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Birth Year:[is =l AD.~
Death vear:[is =l AD.~
You can enter a range of dates separated by a hyphen. More tips on date
searching.
Birth Place
Death Place:

Tips on place searching.
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suggested books to help

you with your research.

You can look to see if 


      they are available at 
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                the library.

· Also notice the Source

Citation.  This lets you 

where the information 

came from and will be 

needed if you are doing a

bibliography page for a 
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report. 

Now let’s go back to the homepage to explore another way of using this database.

To get to the homepage, scroll back up to the top and look over towards the top, left corner.  Click on the turquoise Home button. 

How to Do a Biographical Facts Search:

[image: image9..pict]This time we are going to use 

the Biographical Facts Search.

This feature lets you search by 

occupations, nationalities, 

ethnicities, birth dates and places,

and gender.

This a great way to find out who

to research if you  

have a topic or assignment, but

can’t figure out a person to 

research.

Let’s do some sample searches: 

· Pretend you have an assignment on explorers.  To begin, click on the Biographical Facts Search.  

· In the Occupation box type “explorer”.  Notice that you can also View the Occupation Terms that are available by clicking on the purple bar.  There are many terms listed; take a look just so you know how else this database can be useful for future assignments.


· Now let’s think 

about your explorer

assignment a little

more.  Do you want 

to research an 

American explorer

or maybe someone

from another 

country?  Let’s try 

looking for a

Spanish explorer. 

· In the Nationality

Box, scroll down 

and highlight 

Spanish.

· Now click on the 

Yellow search button.

You should be taken to a list of names of Spanish explorers.  Notice that there are four pages of names to look at.  

· Now let’s try one more assignment search.  To go back to Biographical Facts Search, click on the blue Revise Search button on the left side of the screen.  Now click on the blue Clear From button towards the middle of the screen.  This clears the previous search so we can start over.  

· Pretend you need to do a report on a female, African American, inventor.  

· In the Occupation box type “inventor”

· In the Ethnicity box

highlight

African-American.

· In the Gender box

Highlight Female.

· Another option is the 

Is the Birth Year or 

Death Year.  Do want 

to write about a recent

inventor or a historic 

Inventor?  

· Let’s say that we want

to research an inventor

That was born before

1900. In the first Birth 

Year box highlight Before.

In the second box enter the year 1900.

· Now click on the yellow Search button.  You should get a listing for two names. 

You can double check your search terms by looking at the red terms listed to make sure you entered the right criteria for your topic.



You have now completed the database guide 

and should be ready to use the 

Biography Resource Center in several different 

ways.  If you have additional questions, please 

to ask the librarians at the reference desk.

Database Application Activity:

Overview:  This is a promotional flier to be displayed in a public library at the children’s reference desk and in a Plexiglas holder near or on the biography shelving, to encourage use of the database for information inquiry.  It is geared for upper elementary and middle school students.
​​
LOOKING FOR A BIOGRAPHY?

IS THE BOOK YOU WANT CHECKED-OUT?


Never fear the 
is here!
The Biography Resource Center is a free computer database where you can find encyclopedia-type, full length articles about many different people, from history to the present day.  

Not quite sure who you want to read about 

or who to do a research paper on?

You can search for people by Occupation, Nationality, Ethnicity, 

Birth Year, Death Year and Gender to get ideas.  

Using this feature will help you to find a topic that interests YOU 

and is FUN to read about!

Some other helpful items in this database are:

· Images of the People

· Related Magazine Articles

· Links to Websites about the Person

Stop by the Children’s or Young Adult Reference Desk to get a quick demonstration of how to access the database at the library or from home.  You’ll also receive a database guide that will walk you through the steps to searching, making your homework a cinch!
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