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INTRODUCTION:
What does a saint look like?  Were they normal people?  What was life like in the times that they lived in?  Is it even possible for a person living in today’s society to become a saint?

By taking a look through history and the people who make up the communion of saints, you may be surprised by who these people were and what they accomplished while they were on earth.  You might even realize that it is possible to one day achieve sainthood, even living in this century.
TASKS:  

Create a website about a saint using googlepages.com.

Present your webpage to your teacher and peers.

The website will have the following features:


►An image of the saint you have chosen


►A biographical account of the saint’s life


►A timeline which incorporates both events from the saint’s life and World 

History


►An explanation of how the historical or cultural events of the time affected the 

saint’s life.  This should be at least four sentences long.

►A bibliography page – you must use at least two resources: one must be from 

the Inspire database and the other can be your choice.  Don’t forget to cite 

your source for your image.

►A rationale for why you chose this saint and how he/she is a role model for 

today’s youth.


►Visually pleasing—easy to read using appropriate background colors and 

Headings

Check out this sample website on St. Monica


http://allsaintsdayproject.googlepages.com/
Your presentation will have the following features:


►your website


►good presentation skills:  eye contact, speaking skills, etc. 


►knowledge of your saint and historical context

PROCESS:

Selecting a Saint

Pick a saint that you have not researched before.  You can select your saint by looking through any of the books in our classroom library or your own personal saint book or by using the following website:

Catholic Online: Saints and Angels

http://www.catholic.org/saints/
Because we don’t want more than one student researching the same saint, tell your teacher as soon as you have made your selection.

Researching your Saint

You can use the information from your study of a saint book or from the Catholic Online website.  Be sure to document this source within your bibliography.  It will count as one of your sources.

Using Inspire

One of your resources must be from the Inspire Database.  Here is the web address.  If you log on at home, remember that you will have to use your own username and password.  It is easy to get your own Inspire account at home.  We encourage you to do that! 

www.inspire.net
Once you have logged on to Inspire, you can decide which databases you want to search.  I would start with the Biography Resource Center.   This will give you a few biographies from which to choose.  It is always a good idea to look to see how long the biography is.  The longer the biography, the more information it will have about your saint.  Also, the longer biographies have suggested readings for further study.  This way if you want to read more about your saint, you know which books to look for at our public library or our media center.

Another good database to try is Master File Premier.  This search may give you some current magazine, journal or newspaper articles.  When you do your search, be sure to type the saint’s name in the search box and in the box under it (next to AND) type in the word BIOGRAPHY.  This will limit your hits to hopefully only those that deal with the saint’s biographical information.

Trouble Shooting

Can’t find any information on your saint on Inspire?

This may be because it is not recognizing the saint’s name.  Do a search on Google or Wikipedia using the saint’s name.  You may then discover the saint’s name before he/she was beatified, or you may discover other information such as where the saint lived, such as St. Monica of Hippo.  This will help your search.

www.google.com
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Main_Page
The search box is on the left side of the page.  You may have to scroll down to see it!

I have too many hits!
Type in the word “saint” and/or “biography” next to the word AND when you do your search.  This should eliminate many of your hits that refer to where something was done, such as St. Monica High School, etc. 
Finding Historical Context for Your Timeline

The easiest way for you to find events for your timeline is to use this web resource:

History Mole
http://www.historymole.com/cgi-bin/main/search-advanced.pl
Be sure to have the dates of your saint’s birth and death.  Using the advanced search feature of History Mole, you can find all the significant events during your saint’s lifetime.  You will have many more events than you need for your timeline.  Read the events carefully and pick those events which you feel impacted your saint and his/her life the most.

Here is the screen shot of the search page for History Mole:
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You will type in the saint’s birth and death dates where it says “occurred between the years” and you will select a country where it says “occurred at this location.”  Then click on search and it will give you the events from history in that country.  Once you get your timeline of events, you may click on the icons to the right of event to learn more information about the event.  Be sure to do this so you know what the historical event is!

Things to think about when finding/selecting historical events:

►Did your saint live or work in other countries?  If so, find results for those 

countries, too.

►Do the events you are selecting have historical or personal context for your 

saint?


►Do you know about the historical event?  If not, do a little bit of research on it 

by clicking on the icon next to the historical event on the timeline.  This 

may help you decide if the event is worth using on your timeline.

Finding an Image of Your Saint

You may use any of these websites to select an image or images of your saint.  Be sure to cite your sources in your bibliography.

www.yahoo.com (select the images feature)

www.google.com (select the images feature)

http://saints.sqpn.com/gallerys.htm
http://www.holycards.com/ (select archival art)

Creating Your Timeline
To create your timelines, first select the events for both timelines.  By reading biographies on your saint, you should have a number of events that were significant in your saint’s life.  You should have at least five events from the life of the saint and at least five events from world history.  You may create one timeline incorporating both elements, or you may do two different timelines.  If your details on the saint’s life are not easy to see what years everything occurred, it may be easier to do two different timelines. Your saint’s life timeline may not have dates for each event.  That is okay.  

One website you can use for two timelines would be

Teachnology

http://www.teach-nology.com/web_tools/materials/timelines/
Follow the directions on the website and it is easy to create a timeline.

Once you have created a timeline, you will have to highlight it all and then copy it to a word document.  You will later insert this into your webpage.

If you want to combine your events, you can do this tutorial to learn how to create your own timeline on Microsoft Word.

Microsoft Word Timeline Tutorial 

http://www.microsoft.com/education/timelinesword.mspx
Read the tutorial and then create your own timeline.  Later when you are completing your webpage, your timeline can be inserted on to your page.

Explanation

Explain in at least four sentences what factors in the saint’s world contributed to his eventual sainthood.  What could have affected this saint?  Religion?  War?  Poverty?  Disease?  Analyze your historical timeline to make some assumptions.
Creating Your Bibliography

Be sure as you are doing your research that you are keeping track of all the sources you have been using.  Use the Bibliography Handout to help keep you organized.  When you are ready to create your bibliographies, refer to these online sources.

Use this website for help with your bibliography with Internet sources:

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/557/09/
Use this website for help with your bibliography for books:

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/557/07/
Be sure to complete your bibliography using alphabetical order!

Creating Your Rationale

Your rationale is completely up to you, but include what interests you about your saint and what qualities that saint has that can appeal to a young person in the 21st century.

PRODUCTS

Build Your Webpage

Now it is time to start building your webpage.  Click on the web link for Google Pages to get started.  

Google Pages

http://pages.google.com/
You will need to create a google account in order to build a webpage.  You may use your school email address to do this.  

Select your layout style and color combination.  You are now ready to build your web page!  Be sure to select color combinations that will make your web page easy to view.  Make your text size big enough for people to read it, also.  

Have all of your information ready so it is easy to add your information to your web page.  Access your Internet sites to add images and information.  Just don’t forget to write down on your Bibliography Handout any website you use.

Present Your Website
Your presentation of your website is the final step of the Saints Webquest.  Practice presenting the information from your website so you have good presentation skills such as 




►Eye contact—look at your audience more than your web page!



►Rate—not too fast or too slow!



►Volume—not too loud or too soft!



►Effective gestures—no hair twirling,  no leaning on lectern, etc.



►Easy to understand—no mumbling or mispronunciations of words



►Enthusiasm

EVALUATION

On the day you give your presentation, I will be using these two rubrics to evaluate your web site and your presentation.  Each will be worth 100 points.  
Rubric for Website

http://rubistar.4teachers.org/index.php?screen=ShowRubric&rubric_id=1563716&
Rubric for Presentation

http://rubistar.4teachers.org/index.php?screen=PrintRubric&rubric_id=1563708&
CONCLUSION
Participating in the presentations…

As each student is presenting his/her saint, keep your own journal record of the information the student is presenting.  Write down the saint’s name, details about how they became a saint and common themes that lead to his/her sainthood. 

When everyone is finished presenting, answer the following questions in a journal entry.  Be sure to restate the question by rephrasing it within your sentence.

After viewing all of the presentations on these saints, what common themes do you see in their daily lives?  Were they all good every day of their lives?   What do all of them seem to have in common?  Is it possible to seek sainthood in today’s society?  What are the issues and concerns in the world today that a person could get involved with that could lead to sainthood?   

TEACHER RESOURCES

All Saints Day is a great time to get the students involved in a project that will cover a lot of different standards while also using some great tools on the Internet.  I wanted to create something that would get students using Inspire, some great websites and googlepages to create their own website.  This would be a great assignment for a 7th or 8th grade class.   I hope you and your class enjoy working on the project!

These are all the resources that you will be using for this Webquest.  It would be a good idea to familiarize yourself with all of these sites before you take the students to the lab to work on their web page!

On the Webquest I give specific instructions to the students on how to use the websites which I feel could confuse them.  I have identified those sites below by making them red.

Selecting a Saint

Pull all of your saint books off of their shelves and ask your media specialist to also pull the books so students can find a saint.  This website is also good.

Catholic Online: Saints and Angels

http://www.catholic.org/saints/
Doing research…

It would be easy to just find the information off of Catholic Online which I have given you above, but it is really important to teach your students how to use the Inspire Database.  This is why I have made it a requirement to find at least one source from here.  Take some time to explore it!

Inspire

www.inspire.net
Finding historical events for the timeline…

This website is great for finding the historical events.  Make sure to take some time exploring this because there are a lot of great features on it, such as art, music and religion time lines as well as all the historical perspectives.  You can use it for so many other projects.

History Mole

http://www.historymole.com/cgi-bin/main/search-advanced.pl
Creating a Timeline…

You can use the Teachnology website, which is great, but you can also teach students how to use Microsoft Word.  I believe you will really be teaching them something useful if you teach them the tutorial from Word.  They can use this for so many subjects in the future.  The downfall of Teachnology is you can only put 6 events on the horizontal timeline and 9 on the vertical.  This is why I am a big proponent of teaching the kids how to create one on word.

Teachnology

http://www.teach-nology.com/web_tools/materials/timelines/
Microsoft Word Timeline Tutorial 

http://www.microsoft.com/education/timelinesword.mspx
Creating a bibliography…

It is so important to take the time with the students to create a bibliography and stress the importance of documenting their sources, especially for images.

These sites are great as a reference for students.

Use this website for help with your bibliography with Internet sources:

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/557/09/
Use this website for help with your bibliography for books:

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/557/07/
Finding Images….

Again, make sure students give credit to their source for these.  There are some beautiful images on the third one… not a lot, but the quality is amazing.

www.yahoo.com (select the images feature)

www.google.com (select the images feature)

http://saints.sqpn.com/gallerys.htm
http://www.holycards.com/ (select archival art)

Building webpages…

Google Pages

http://pages.google.com/
It is really important that you take the time to acquaint yourself with these GooglePages.  It is incredibly easy to make up a webpage, but if you don’t do one yourself, it will be difficult to help the students.  They WILL have questions no matter how easy it is.  This is a great tool for them to show how easy it is to create a page.  

Here is the sample I created for this Webquest:

http://allsaintsdayproject.googlepages.com/
Rubrics

I have created two rubrics on Rubistar.  Feel free to use them both.  I made both worth 100 points.  You will have to tally up their points and divide by the totals to get their percentages.  This will be their score out of 100 points.

Rubric for WebPage

http://rubistar.4teachers.org/index.php?screen=ShowRubric&rubric_id=1563716&
Rubric for Presentation

http://rubistar.4teachers.org/index.php?screen=PrintRubric&rubric_id=1563708&
The Bibliographic Handout

Here is the handout I have made for students to keep track of the sources they have used.  You may have to give some students more than one depending on how many images and sources they use.  It currently has space for one book and three websites.

https://oncourse.iu.edu/access/content/user/rhilligo/Bibliography HandoutName.doc
Academic Standards
Here is the link to the Academic and Archdiocese standards that I feel this webquest touches upon.  

https://oncourse.iu.edu/access/content/user/rhilligo/standards.doc
You can access all of the Indiana State Standards through the Department of Education’s Website

http://www.doe.state.in.us/standards/
You can access all of  the Archdiocese of Indianapolis’s standards and curriculum through this website:

http://www.archindy.org/oce/index.asp?action=curriculum_list
	

	


