History of the Ancient Celts
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Basic:

Over 2000 years ago, before the Romans became the supreme power of Europe, the Celts dominated the region. They were farmers, hunters and metalworkers. They discovered a new metal, iron, that was stronger and more plentiful than bronze and silver. This gave them the ability to make tools and weapons of a higher quality and in larger numbers than other societies were able to make. When the Roman Empire began to expand, the Celts were pushed into Western Europe and eventually Britain. Some Celts managed to live without Roman influence in present day Ireland.

Advanced:

The Celtic civilization originated in what is now France, Germany and Austria, but they eventually migrated to other parts of Europe including, Britain, Ireland, Spain, Greece and Turkey. Their discovery of iron allowed them to make ample tools, so they were able to grow more food and their population began to expand. Their culture dominated the region during most of the Iron Age that began in 750 BC and ended in 43 AD, when the Romans invaded Britain.

The Celts primary method of communicating was verbal and they relied on their memory instead of writing anything down on paper. Unfortunately they left no manuscripts behind to give us further insight into their culture and history. However, the Greeks and Romans wrote about the Celts. They tell us that the Celts lived in tribes and had priests called druids. The druids were responsible for leading religious ceremonies that often took place near lakes, rivers and cliffs. The sun, moon and stars were also very important aspects of their religion.

Nature was not only an important aspect of their religion, but inspired their metalwork as well. The Celts ornamented their tools, weapons and jewelry with symmetrical designs and patterns. Animal shapes and faces were also popular in their designs. After the Romans invaded Britain, a small number of Celts were able to live in Ireland, without being under the control of the Roman Empire. Celtic culture continued to flourish there and continues to do so today. Celtic influence can be seen in the all of the British Isles and is evident through art, music and dance.
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About this Pathfinder

This pathfinder is intended to be used by students in grades six through nine that are studying ancient civilizations and are interested in learning more specifically about the Celtic clans in Europe before and during the rise of the Roman Empire. Resources were chosen based upon their appropriateness for this audience, their ease of use, content coverage and accuracy, as well as aesthetic qualities. Included in the list below are several electronic resources. They help supplement the printed materials by filling in any information gaps, and providing information that is often times more current and accurate than what is found in printed resources.
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Websites to Explore

Celt Digital: The Celtic World on the Web by Lara Lasner

http://www.celtdigital.org/
Serving as a gateway to all that is Celtic on the web, this is an excellent resource for finding information regarding Celtic archaeology, history, language, dance, music, and literature. The art library section includes several examples of Celtic artwork in manuscripts, jewelry, pottery and stones. Celt Digital consists mostly of sections that have indexes that link to other valuable web resources.

Important Sections:

1) Several images of the illuminated manuscript, the Book of Kells http://celtdigital.org/CeltArtKells.htm
2) Celtic Literature Library http://www.celtdigital.org/Celtlit.htm
Iron Age Celts by the BBC 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/wales/celts/
[image: image1.wmf]Travel back in time and see how the Celts would have lived during the Iron Age. View a map of existing archeological sites and learn more about them. Read all about the Celts history and culture in the Fact File section. Make a Celtic inspired craft, read stories and play games. Learning about the Celts is easy and fun in this highly interactive website!


Important Sections:

1) Fact File http://www.bbc.co.uk/wales/celts/factfile/
2) Where in Wales http://www.bbc.co.uk/wales/celts/whereinwales/
Wales History by the BBC

http://www.bbc.co.uk/wales/history/sites/celts/
The history of Wales begins with the Celtic tribes that first settled there. The BBC offers great insight into the history and migration of the tribes. Find out about the six existing Celtic languages and where you can learn to speak them. Under the section, Celts: The Language, hear audio clips of the days of the week, numbers, stories and speeches being spoken in the different languages.


Important Sections:

1) Celts: The Language http://www.bbc.co.uk/wales/history/sites/celts/pages/languages.shtml
2) Celts: The People http://www.bbc.co.uk/wales/history/sites/celts/pages/about.shtml
3) Iron Age Lifestyle http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/lj/archaeologylj/experimental_entry.shtml
World of Ancient Britons by David Freeman

http://www.gallica.co.uk/celts/contents.htm
Developed by a historian and archaeological interpreter, this website focuses on the Celtic civilization’s history based upon archaeological findings, and not so much legend. Important content includes the sections about art, housing, clothing, and warfare. Each section is highly descriptive and is accompanied by color illustrations and photos that are not found on other websites. A photo album and glossary is also included within the site. 

Important Sections:

1) Celtic Round Houses http://www.gallica.co.uk/celts/houses.htm
2) Celtic Clothing http://www.gallica.co.uk/celts/clothing.htm
3) Warriors, Weapons, and Warfare http://www.gallica.co.uk/celts/warriors.htm
4) Celtic Arts http://www.gallica.co.uk/celts/warriors.htm
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Celtic Heart by Knud Mariboe

http://celt.net/Celtic/menu.html
Focusing on the legends and overall culture of the Celts, this website strives to capture their spirit. Through music, stories and a simple, but elegant design, users may get a glimpse of the artistry that helped create the Celts way of life. An encyclopedia, with several entries of varying length, is included on the site. Terms appear in alphabetical order, but unfortunately the search feature for the encyclopedia does not seem to work, so browsing is a must. Perhaps one of the most interesting areas on this site is the section on modern Celts that links to several artists that uphold the artistic traditions of the ancient Celts. 

Important Sections:
1) Modern Celtic Artists http://celt.net/Celtic/arts.html
2) Encyclopedia of the Celts http://celt.net/Celtic/celtopedia/indices/encycintro.html
Internet Sacred Texts Archive by John B. Hare

http://www.sacred-texts.com/neu/celt/index.htm
Compiled by an anthropologist and linguist, this is an expansive collection of free electronic texts of public domain books about religion, mythology, and folklore. Organized by country of origin, each text has a brief description with a link for accessing the material. Some texts are found onsite, but the majority of texts are available off-site. The site also includes a free download of copyright free Celtic music to listen to while enjoying the literature.


Related Sites:

1) Timeless Myths: Celtic Mythology http://www.timelessmyths.com/celtic/index.html
2) Tome of Celtic Mythology by Linda Ann Ingram http://www.qnet.com/~raven/myths2.html A collection of 14 Celtic legends in an easy to read format.

Sacred Fire by Huathe

http://www.sacredfire.net
Containing a wealth of information about the Celts, this website focuses on their heritage. The name of the website stems from the Celts desire to uphold the sanctity of fire. Specific content includes sections on religion, rituals, mythology, general history, their calendar, and music. Well organized, this website does an excellent job of displaying the traditions of the Celtic people.

Important Sections

1) Learn about the fire festivals and why we celebrate Halloween http://sacredfire.net/festivals.html#Fire%20Festivals 
2) Learn about holiday rituals http://sacredfire.net/ritual.html
Celtic Planet by David James

http://www.thecelticplanet.com/main.htm
Author of several books regarding Celtic Art, David James developed this website to help those that were interested in Celtic arts and crafts to learn more about them. The website also serves as a way to promote artists that currently design using Celtic techniques. Included on the site is a brief history of the Celts organized by time period that emphasizes the important artistic developments and achievements of the Celts in relation to historical events. Another more detailed section focuses specifically on the Celtic arts and crafts history.


Important Sections:
1) History http://www.thecelticplanet.com/history.htm
2) Craft History: A Brief Overview of the Origins of Celtic Arts and Crafts http://www.thecelticplanet.com/crafthistory.htm
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Encyclopedia Mythica by Micha Lindemans

http://www.pantheon.org/
An online encyclopedia that covers mythology, folklore, and legends, this website has over 6000 entries about gods, heroes, legendary creatures and stories from all over the world. On the homepage, the encyclopedia is organized by culture, such as Roman, Celtic, and Egyptian. Select a culture to explore from the drop down list, Quick Select Area. Each specific area is broken down into sub areas, such as mythology, folklore, bestiary and the like. There is also an image gallery and several articles within each area. 
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Stone Pages by Paola Arosio & Diego Meozzi

http://www.stonepages.com/
Megalithic monuments are structures constructed of large stones, such as famous Stonehenge. Stone Pages is a great resource for taking virtual tours of several of these ancient wonders. Although they were built long before the Celts inhabited Western Europe, the Celts often held rituals and other religious events at these sacred sites. 


Related Sites:

1) Knowth - Pictures of megaliths on Ireland’s eastern coast http://www.knowth.com/
2) Megalithic Portal - Maps of several megalithic monuments as well as numerous links to other websites http://www.megalithic.co.uk/
3) Mystic Places by the Discovery Channel - Learn more about Stonehenge 
   http://exn.ca/mysticplaces/stonehenge.asp
Ceolas by Gerard Manning

http://ceolas.org/ceolas.html
Devoted to traditional Celtic music from the countries Ireland, Scotland, Wales, and Brittany, this website strives to educate users about this music. Information about what ceolas is, how it is created, what instruments are used, how people dance to it, is all included on this site. Many music samples are available for download, and there is a listing of popular Celtic musicians.

Celtic Coin Index by John Hooker, Carin Perron, and Bob Wilkins

http://www.writer2001.com/cciwriter2001/index.htm
Interesting images of Celtic coins found in Britain can be seen in this expansive collection of coins. Images are organized by tribe and display the mark of Celtic craftsmanship, as they are decorated in an ornate fashion. Details as to various markings on the coins, the material used to craft them, and when and where they were found accompany the images.


Related Site:

1) Learn more about the history and creation of these coins http://www.arch.ox.ac.uk/coins/ccindex.htm
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Resources at Your Library

Books
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The Celts

Edited by Sabatino Moscati, ©1991

This historical account of the Celts is told mostly through imagery of ancient artifacts. See images of torques, tools, weapons, and the remains of the forts where this civilization built their roundhouses. Highly descriptive captions appear next to the images detailing what the object is, where it was found, what its purpose was, and what museum collection it belongs to currently.
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Dictionary of Celtic Myth and Legend 

by Miranda J. Green, ©1997

As a dictionary covering Celtic myths, legends, folklore and religion, this should be used, in combination with the Encyclopedia of Celtic Mythology and Folklore, as a tool to explain terms that are unfamiliar while browsing other information sources. Entries are based on archeological finds and several include images.

The Encyclopedia of Celtic Mythology and Folklore 
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by Patricia Monaghan, ©2004

With over 1,000 entries describing the Celts, this comprehensive encyclopedia covers not only the important individuals, but also the epics, themes, religious concepts, places, and artifacts of this ancient civilization. Make sure to read Monaghan’s introduction that discusses who the Celts were, their languages and many archaeological traces to their civilization.
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What Life Was Like Among Druids and High Kings 

by Time-Life Books, © 1998

Covering Celtic Ireland from 400-1200 AD, this Time-Life Book offers excellent insight into the history of Ireland.

See the sacred landscapes of the Celts through beautiful color photos. Discover the religious beliefs and rituals of the Druids. Read about the invasion of the Vikings. Learn about the Irish saints and kings. Look at masterpieces of metalwork and art. The historical stories and images that accompany them make this book a very valuable learning resource. 

Videos
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A Celtic Journey through Time: A Short History of Ireland

by the History Channel, ©1998

Through a chronological account of the history of Ireland, this video spends considerable time on early settlers and their influence on modern day Ireland. While watching, pay particular attention to the early footage that includes a portrayal of the daily lives of the ancient Celts. Much of the video consists of images of the Irish countryside, Celtic art, architecture and music, making this a very useful resource.
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The Celts: Rich Traditions & Ancient Myths

by the BBC Scotland, ©1987

Recently released on DVD in 2004, this six part series does an excellent job of demonstrating the lives of the Celts through various dramatizations of ancient legends, and by re-creating the events and daily life of their culture. Unfortunately, no updates were made to the series in its re-release, but it is still a valuable resource. Seen as the most comprehensive video detailing the history of the Celts, the series tracks them from their roots in Austria to when they migrated to the British Isles and also covers the impact of their society through the 1980s.

Databases

Daily Life Online

by Greenwood Press
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Use this online encyclopedia to see the lifestyle of civilizations around the globe both past and present. Numerous illustrations, maps, timelines, and primary source documents are included in the database. Information can be accessed by keyword searching or browsing by time period, region, or subject. Make sure not to miss the article “Tours through Time Circular Houses” to see how different civilizations built their roundhouses. Also, learn what Caius Julius Caesar had to say about the people of the British Isle, by reading an excerpt from “Arthur Golding's Translation of Caesar's Gallic Wars.” Find these articles by typing the title in the search field.

Grolier Online Passport

by Grolier

This online information bank is really an indispensable portal to four different electronic resources, including Grolier Multimedia Encyclopedia, Lands and Peoples, the New Book of Popular Science Online, and Encyclopedia Americana. In this database, a keyword search for “Celts” returns nearly 600 encyclopedia articles, over 20 websites, and 10 magazine articles. The encyclopedia entries are highly descriptive with several images and cross-references.
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Additional Resources

To find more information about the ancient Celts, do a keyword search on your favorite search engine or at your local library using the search terms “Celts”, “Iron Age”, “Celtic History”, "Celtic Culture", “Celtic Art” or “Book of Kells.” More information is out there waiting to be found. If you need any help, don’t be afraid to ask a librarian!
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Discover the World of the Celts

After viewing several of the websites above, become an explorer and learn more about the ancient Celts by completing one or more of the activities below.

Listen to a Sound Clip of Celtic Music:

Download tune books http://www.ceolas.org/tunes/
Or listen to sound bites http://www.ceolas.org/reviews/POTM.html
Create Some Celtic Knots:

Learn how to draw Celtic knots http://www.entrelacs.net/en.index.php
Or make your own using online software http://birrell.org/andrew/knotwork/
Learn a Celtic Language:

Listen to sound clips of the six Celtic languages being spoken http://www.bbc.co.uk/wales/history/sites/celts/pages/languages.shtml
Play games while you learn Welsh http://www.bbc.co.uk/wales/learnwelsh/
Play a Game about the Celts:

Build a hillfort, design a torc, practice weaving, make your own cartoon and more http://www.bbc.co.uk/wales/celts/
Find out whether you have the skills to survive the Iron Age http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/lj/archaeologylj/experimental_entry.shtml
Read a Celtic Folktale:

Choose from several Celtic fairy tales, complete with illustrations

http://www.mainlesson.com/display.php?author=jacobs&book=celtic&story=_contents
Perform a Celtic Dance:

Watch a video clip of a Celtic dance and try it yourself!

http://www.bbc.co.uk/scotland/musicscotland/celticroots/standard/dancing/dancing_feet2.shtml
Learn more about Celtic dance http://www.ceolas.org/dance/
Learn to Dress like a Celt:
Get the history of Celtic clothing and learn how to construct the garments yourself

http://www.gallica.co.uk/celts/clothing2.htm
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