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Introduction

It’s really sweet having the longest river in the world as our home.  There is plenty of room to chill and stretch our legs, wings, or fins.  We are proud to call the Nile River our home.  We are an interesting group of creatures, and you will enjoy finding out all about us.  But things have changed a lot over the years.  There are more of those big monsters called “boats” floating around.  They are all over Egypt.  And, there are lots of people on those boats.  The people depend on the river too.  Water must be as important to people’s lives as it is to us animals.  I wonder how those people who live around the Nile use the river?  They can be pretty scary sometimes, those people.  Hopefully we will all find a way to respect each other and get along together.  Our lives depend on it.    
Task
You are going on an animal expedition, and your mission is to learn about creatures and people that call the Nile home.  You will be working in groups of 4 or 5, and each person will have a topic to research.
1. Animals of the Nile

2. Birds of the Nile

3. Fish of the Nile

4. Snakes of the Nile

5. People of the Nile

After you have explored and gathered information, you will decide as a group which items you think are most interesting to include in your final product and how you will present your findings.  Your group will produce one of the following: Power Point presentation, video, skit, newspaper page, journal pages, or posters.  You will then share your final product with the entire class.  After viewing all of the presentations, you will choose either a specific animal to be and write a journal entry on a typical day in your life as that animal.   

Process and Resources and Guidance
Step 1.  You will be divided in teams of 4 or 5, and each member will research one item from the following list.  Your first task will be to meet with your team and decide who will research what.  
1. Animals of the Nile
2. Birds of the Nile
3. Fish of the Nile
4. Snakes of the Nile
5. People of the Nile
Step 2.  After you have your topic, explore and gather information by following the appropriate link above.  Here you will find resources and instructions to help you with your task.  Keep an information log of what you think are the most important details about your animals, birds, fish, snakes, or people.  Each member of the team will need to come up with 3 ideas or suggestions.  You must include a picture of your topic.  Your group will also create a map of the Nile with the location of your creatures plotted on it.    
Step 3.  Now it is time to share your findings with your team.  As a group, discuss and pick 2 of each of your ideas or findings to create the team’s final product.  You must agree on which would be the most interesting items to include.  So there will be a final product with 8-10 items total, depending on the number of people in your group.
Step 4.  After choosing which items to include, you will go to   http://www.quizbox.com/builder/ and make a “Who Am I?” quiz.  Each group member will choose one of their items and create a question to put on the quiz.  For example,

 “I spend most of my day in the water.  I can be very scary sometimes.  I eat grass.  Who am I?” 

a. crocodile    

b. hippopotamus

c. tilapia

d. pelican 

 Click on the above like and do the following.  

· Where it asks how many question, click on the arrow and choose 4 or 5, depending on how many are in your group.  For example, if you have 4 group members, click on 4.

· Where is asks how many choices per question, choose 4.

· Enter the title “Who Am I?” in the box.

· Click on “Click here to make your own quiz”

Follow the directions on the next page and enter the information that is asked for in the appropriate boxes.
Step 5.  You will be shown how to use Power Point and a video camera.  You will also be shown how to use Microsoft Word to create a journal or newspaper page.  Please see the “Hippopotamus” example that is attached.  It will be your group’s responsibility to create a Power Point presentation, video, skit, newspaper or journal page, or poster that highlights the 8-10 items that your group has chosen to share.  Your team is only responsible for creating one of the five products listed above, but you may produce or use additional visual aids or items if you wish.  You must include important information, pictures, and a map with the locations of where to find your creatures on it.  You will have some freedom here to create whatever you want, but make sure you cover all required information.  Please do not hesitate to ask questions if you have them.     
Step 6.  Share your product with the entire class.  Make sure you check out the rubric to see how you will be graded.  Your will be assigned a presentation day and time.  Please make sure you practice your presentation with your group.  You will be given some in class time to work on your presentations, but you may want to work on this outside of school also.  
Step 7.  After viewing all of the presentations, you will choose a specific animal to be and write a journal entry on a typical day in your life as that animal.  
Animals of the Nile

1.  Look at these resources to discover which animals call the Nile home
Books:  Look in the nonfiction section under 962 for these and other books about the Nile.

Barter, James. The Nile. San Diego: Lucent Books, 2003.

Cumming, David. The Nile. Milwaukee: World Almanac Library, 2003.

CD-ROM:  This program will be available in the library and on the class computers.
Nile: Passage to Egypt. CD-ROM. Bethesda, MD: Discovery Communications, 1995.

Websites:  Just click on the links below for great information.
Wild Egypt – An Online Safari talks about some of the animals and other creatures that call the Nile home.  Find them at http://touregypt.net/WildEgypt/index.htm.  Make sure you visit the “Animals around the Nile” link and take the tour.  You will find several animal suggestions.  Check out the “Specific Animal” section on the left hand side of the page and click on the proper link if you decide to research one of those animals.  
NileTrip.com talks about some of the dangerous creatures that can be encountered on the Nile.  Find them at http://www.niletrip.com/dangers.html
“Walk Like an Egyptian” talks about several different animals that live in and around the Nile.  Find it at http://library.thinkquest.org/J0112722/NileRiver/general_facts_about_animal_life_.htm
2.  Use the following resources to gather information about 3 of the animals you find most interesting or would like to learn more about.  You can use the dataform listed under “Additional Project Guidelines” as a guide to record what you have found out.  Please feel free to add as much information as you would like.  You must include a picture of each of the animals you choose.  There are also sites that let you hear the sounds of the animals.  This may be very interesting to your fellow students.  Be creative when you are coming up with information.  Sounds and pictures will add pizzazz to your report.  
Reference: You can find this in the reference section of the library at 599 Mammals.  

Morris, Pat. Mammals. Danbury, CT: Grolier, 2003.

Database: Available on the library website.  Just ask if you need help.
EBSCO Animals is a product of EBSCO Publishing and can be accessed from INSPIRE at http://login.inspire.net/
Websites: Just click on the links below for great information.
“Zoo in the Wild” at http://www.naturalia.org/zoo/indexing.html  When you go here click on the button next to “African Mammals”.  Then click on the arrow in the “Select a name” box and scroll through and click on the animal you want to know about.  Then just click “Search”.  

“African Wildlife Foundation” has information that you can get by just clicking on the animals of your choice.  You can find it at http://www.awf.org/wildlives/
“Nature-Wildlife” has pictures and information on several mammals.  Scroll down the list on the left side of the screen.  Just click on the animals you want to see and learn about.  This site is located at http://nature-wildlife.com/
“Animal Info” from SeaWorld is a great place to find information on your mammal.  Click on mammal, and then scroll down and click on the name of the creature you are interested in.  Find this site at http://www.seaworld.org/animal-info/animal-bytes/index.htm
National Geographic Kids has general information, video, audio, postcards, and maps about many animals.  Check it out at   
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/kids/creature_feature/archive/
Gamequarium.com has several fun, interactive games you can play that have to do with animals.  You can learn about hippos and crocodiles here. (This site takes a little while to load so be patient.)
http://www.gamequarium.com/animals.html
3.  After you have gathered your information, your will meet with your group.  Visit the following site to help you with your group discussion.  Your must share your findings with your group and decide which two of your animals should be included in the final product.  

“Building Consensus” at http://webquest.sdsu.edu/processguides/consensus.html
Continue with Step 4. (CLICK ON STEP)
Birds of the Nile

1.  Look at these resources to discover which birds call the Nile home

Books:  Look in the nonfiction section under 962 for these and other books about the Nile.

Barter, James. The Nile. San Diego: Lucent Books, 2003.

Cumming, David. The Nile. Milwaukee: World Almanac Library, 2003.

CD-ROM: This program will be available in the library and on the class computers.
Nile: Passage to Egypt. CD-ROM. Bethesda, MD: Discovery Communications, 1995.

Websites: Just click on the links below for great information.
Wild Egypt – An Online Safari talks about some of the animals and other creatures that call the Nile home.  Find them at http://touregypt.net/WildEgypt/index.htm.  Make sure you visit the “Animals around the Nile” link and take the tour.  You will find several bird suggestions. 

2.  Use the following resources to gather information about 3 of the birds you find most interesting or would like to learn more about.  You can use the dataform listed under “Additional Project Guidelines” as a guide to record what you have found out.  Please feel free to add as much information as you would like.  You must include a picture of each of the birds you choose.  There are also sites that may let you hear the sounds of the birds.  This may be very interesting to your fellow students.  Be creative when you are coming up with information.  Sounds and pictures will add pizzazz to your report
Reference: You can find this in the reference section of the library at 598 Birds.  

Birds. Danbury, CT: Grolier, 2003.

Database: Available on the library website.  Just ask if you need help.
EBSCO Animals is a product of EBSCO Publishing and can be accessed from INSPIRE at http://login.inspire.net/
Websites: Just click on the links below for great information.
“Zoo in the Wild” at http://www.naturalia.org/zoo/indexing.html  Here click on the button next to “African birds”.  Then click on the arrow in the “Select a name” box and scroll through and click on the bird you want to know about and click “Search”.  

“Nature-Wildlife” has pictures and information on several birds.  Scroll down the list on the left side of the screen.  Just click on the bird you want to see and learn about.  This site is located at http://nature-wildlife.com/
“Animal Info” from SeaWorld is a great place to find information on your bird.  Scroll down and click on “Birds”.  Then scroll down and click on the name of the bird you are interested in.  Find this site at http://www.seaworld.org/animal-info/animal-bytes/index.htm
3.  After you have gathered your information, your will meet with your group.  Visit the following site to help you with your group discussion.  You must share your findings with your group and decide on which two of your birds to include in the final product.    
“Building Consensus” at http://webquest.sdsu.edu/processguides/consensus.html
Continue with Step 4. (CLICK ON STEP)
Fish of the Nile

1.  Look at these resources to discover which fish call the Nile home

Books:  Look in the nonfiction section under 962 for these and other books about the Nile.

Barter, James. The Nile. San Diego: Lucent Books, 2003.

Cumming, David. The Nile. Milwaukee: World Almanac Library, 2003.

CD-ROM: This program will be available in the library and on the class computers.
Nile: Passage to Egypt. CD-ROM. Bethesda, MD: Discovery Communications, 1995.

Websites: Just click on the links below for great information.
Wild Egypt – An Online Safari talks about some of the animals and other creatures that call the Nile home.  Find them at http://touregypt.net/WildEgypt/index.htm.  Make sure you visit the “Animals around the Nile” link and take the tour.  You will find several fish suggestions.  Also be sure to click on “Red Sea Fish” at the bottom left under “Animals Pictures”.   There are some beautiful pictures of fish here.  Just click on the link. 
“Walk Like an Egyptian” talks about several different animals that live in and around the Nile.  Find it at http://library.thinkquest.org/J0112722/NileRiver/general_facts_about_animal_life_.htm
2.  Use the following resources to gather information about 3 of the fish you find most interesting or would like to learn more about.  You can use the dataform listed under “Additional Project Guidelines” as a guide to record what you have found out.  Please feel free to add as much information as you would like.  You must include a picture of each of the fish you choose.  Be creative when you are coming up with information.  Sounds and pictures will add pizzazz to your report.
Reference: You can find this in the reference section of the library at 597 Fish.  

Dawes, John. Fish. Danbury, CT: Grolier, 2005.

Database: Available on the library website.  Just ask if you need help.
EBSCO Animals is a product of EBSCO Publishing and can be accessed from INSPIRE at http://login.inspire.net/
Websites: Just click on the links below for great information.
“Animal Info” from SeaWorld is a great place to find information on your fish.  Scroll down and click on fish, and then scroll down and click on the name of the fish you are interested in.  Find this site at http://www.seaworld.org/animal-info/animal-bytes/index.htm
3.  After you have gathered your information, your will meet with your group.  Visit the following site to help you with your group discussion.  You must share your findings with your group and decide which two of your fish to include in the final product.
Continue with Step 4. (CLICK ON STEP)
 “Building Consensus” at http://webquest.sdsu.edu/processguides/consensus.html
Snakes of the Nile

1.  Look at these resources to discover which snakes call the Nile home

Books:  Look in the nonfiction section under 962 for these and other books about the Nile.

Barter, James. The Nile. San Diego: Lucent Books, 2003.

Cumming, David. The Nile. Milwaukee: World Almanac Library, 2003.

CD-ROM: This program will be available in the library and on the class computers.
Nile: Passage to Egypt. CD-ROM. Bethesda, MD: Discovery Communications, 1995.

Websites: Just click on the links below for great information.
Wild Egypt – An Online Safari talks about some of the animals and other creatures that call the Nile home.  Find them at http://touregypt.net/WildEgypt/index.htm.  Make sure you visit the “Snakes of Egypt” link on the left side under “Specific Animals”.  You will find several snake suggestions. 

NileTrip.com talks about some of the dangerous creatures that can be encountered on the Nile.  Find them at http://www.niletrip.com/dangers.html
2.  Use the following resources to gather information about 3 of the snakes you find most interesting or would like to learn more about.  You can use the dataform listed under “Additional Project Guidelines” as a guide to record what you have found out.  Please feel free to add as much information as you would like.  You must include a picture of each of the snakes you choose.  There are also sites that let you hear the sounds of the animals.  This may be very interesting to your fellow students.  Be creative when you are coming up with information.  Sounds and pictures will add pizzazz to your report
Reference: You can find this in the reference section of the library at 597.9 Amp.  

Amphibians and Reptiles. Danbury, CT: Grolier, 2005.

Database: Available on the library website.  Just ask if you need help.
EBSCO Animals is a product of EBSCO Publishing and can be accessed from INSPIRE at http://login.inspire.net/
Websites: Just click on the links below for great information.
“Zoo in the Wild” at http://www.naturalia.org/zoo/indexing.html  Here click on the button next to “Reptiles”.  Then click on the arrow in the “Select a name” box and scroll through and click on the reptile you want to know about and click “Search”.  

“Animal Info” from SeaWorld is a great place to find information on your snake.  Scroll down and click on “Reptiles”.  Then scroll down and click on the name of the snake you are interested in.  Find this site at http://www.seaworld.org/animal-info/animal-bytes/index.htm
3.  After you have gathered your information, your will meet with your group.  Visit the following site to help you with your group discussion.  You must share your findings with the group and decide which two snakes to include in the final product. 

Continue with Step 4. (CLICK ON STEP)
“Building Consensus” at http://webquest.sdsu.edu/processguides/consensus.html
People of the Nile

1.  Look at these resources to discover how people who live by the Nile use this mighty resource.

Books:  Look in the nonfiction section under 962 for these and other books about the Nile.

Barter, James. The Nile. San Diego: Lucent Books, 2003.

Cumming, David. The Nile. Milwaukee: World Almanac Library, 2003.

Morris, Pat. Mammals. Danbury, CT: Grolier, 2003.

You can find this in the reference section of the library at 599 Mammals.  

CD-ROM: This program will be available in the library and on the class computers.
Nile: Passage to Egypt. CD-ROM. Bethesda, MD: Discovery Communications, 1995.

Websites: Just click on the links below for great information. 

Little-Horus.Org at http://www.horus.ics.org.eg/en/Default_HTML.aspx  
Click on “Egypt today” and then click on “Our Economy”.  Look for ways Egyptians use the Nile River.  You can also explore the rest of the site.  There are some fun and interesting things here.   
“Mystery of the Nile” talks about how people use the Nile.  Read through it at http://www.nilefilm.com/dispatch/apr25.html
“Importance of Rivers” is a page about the general importance of rivers and what they are used for.  Find it at http://www.aquatic.uoguelph.ca/rivers/chintro.htm
“Human Activities on the Nile” at http://www.mbarron.net/Nile/activ_nf.html
“Nile” at http://www.factmonster.com/ce6/world/A0835683.html from Fact Monster.

“Threats to the Nile’s Future at http://www.nilefilm.com/p_threats.htm
2.  Choose three of the ways you find most interesting or would like to learn more about.  Please feel free to gather as much information as you would like.  You must include a picture that illustrates how people use the Nile.  Be creative when you are coming up with information.  Sounds and pictures will add pizzazz to your report
3.  After you have gathered your information, your will meet with your group.  Visit the following site to help you with your group discussion. You must share your findings with your group and decide which two ways people use the Nile you will include in the final product.
Continue with Step 4. (CLICK ON STEP)
“Building Consensus” at http://webquest.sdsu.edu/processguides/consensus.html
Additional Project Guidelines 
Find out how to cite a reference at http://www.liu.edu/cwis/cwp/library/workshop/citmla.htm
“A WebQuest on Animals With Backbones” by Ray Maness features a dataform to enter information on the creature of your choice.  This form can give you ideas on some important information you may want to find on your creatures.  You can find the form at http://www.slc.k12.ut.us/webweavers/raym/vrtstud.html#resources
Student Process Guides by Dan McDowell offers guidelines for teachers and students on processes such as brainstorming, building consensus, and time management.  Find it at http://webquest.sdsu.edu/processguides/
Evaluation 

You will be graded based on the following rubric. 
  

	
	Beginning 

1
	Developing 

2
	Accomplished 

3
	Exemplary 

4
	Score

	Information gathered
 
	Information gathered is the bare minimum, it is unclear and sloppy, there are many grammatical and spelling errors,  pictures and citations are not included.
	Information gathered shows some detail, is clear and organized some of the time, there are several grammatical or spelling errors, just a couple of pictures and citations are included.
	Information gathered is very detailed, mostly clear and organized, with just a few grammatical or spelling errors, and most of the pictures and citations are included.
	Information gathered is extremely detailed, clear and well organized, grammatically correct with no spelling errors, all required pictures and citations are included.
	 

	Oral Presentation 
 
	Hardly no eye contact and inappropriate voice level, information shows poor organization and is not clear, material does not keep audience attention, presentation shows no preparation.
	Good eye contact and voice level, information shows a little organization but and is not really clear, material keeps audience attention some of the time, presentation shows little preparation.
	Great eye contact and voice level, information is mostly organized and clear, material keeps audience attention most of the time, presentation shows good preparation. 
	Excellent eye contact and voice level, information is well organized and clear, material keeps audience attention, presentation is well prepared.
	 

	Organization and Creativity
 
	The products produced showed now quality, neatness, or organization.  The product was not at all aesthetically appealing and had many grammar and spelling errors.
	The product produced showed a little quality, neatness, and organization.  The product was not very aesthetically appealing and had several grammar and spelling errors.
	The product produced showed high quality, neatness, and organization.  The product was aesthetically appealing and only had a couple of grammar or spelling errors.
	The product produced showed the highest quality, neatness, and organization.  The product was aesthetically appealing and free from any grammar or spelling errors.
	 

	Group Evaluation
 
	Group members do not contribute equally or do not include all members in each task and challenge.  There was no cooperation or respect shown to each other.
	All group members did not contribute to the project, cooperated and resolved conflicts fairly hardly any of the time, and not all members contributed to each task or challenge.
	All group members contributed to the project, cooperated and resolved conflicts fairly most of the time, and participated in most tasks and challenges.
	All group members contributed equally, cooperated and resolved conflicts fairly and respectfully at all times, and participated in each task and challenge.
	 



Conclusion 
You have traveled along the Nile and learned about many different creatures that call the Nile their home.  There are so many interesting animals, birds, fish, snakes, and other creatures that live there.  How about sharing what you have learned with others by making a “Who am I?” book.  You can use the quizzes you created to help make the book.  For example, “I spend most of my life in the water and live along the banks of the Nile River.  Ancient Egyptians worshipped me, but today most who travel along the Nile fear me.  Who am I?”  (Nile Passage to Egypt)  Read the book you create to other classes. (By the way, the answer is a hippo.)     
Teacher Page
Subject Area-Science, Geography, Literature

Grade Level:

Grades 4-7 
Necessary Skills:  

· Talk about databases, and in particular EBSCO Animals.

· Talk to the students about how to find the books, reference, CD-ROM, and websites to use for their research.  

· Show students how to make a bibliography.

· Show the students how to use Power Point to make a presentation. 
· Show students how to make a videotape.

· Show students how to make a journal or newspaper page with Microsoft Word.

Time period:

This would take 3 weeks of in class time, and time at home to finish what can’t be accomplished in class.  Week 1 would be information gathering, Week 2 would be putting the presentation together.  Week 3 would be making the presentations.   
Standards:

· Science, Standard 4: The Living Environment

· Social Studies, Standard 3: Geography

· English/Language Arts, Standard 7: Listening and Speaking: Skills, Strategies, and Applications

· English/Language Arts, Standard 5: Writing: Applications

· English/Language Arts, Standard 4: Writing: Process
Materials Needed:

· Computers with access the Internet.

· Computers with access to CD-ROM Nile Passage to Egypt you choose to use it.

· Access to EBSCO Animals.

· Access to Power Point software.

· Books and reference resources at the library.

· Machine to show video if you choose.

Other Ideas:

Could have the class use the CD-ROM “Nile Passage to Egypt”.  Have them complete this adventure in pairs or small groups.  

Could show the video “Egypt: Valley of the Nile” from Choices Inc. at 6th grade level, 30 minutes, c1999.  This video would show life around the Nile yesterday and today.  Description at http://www.clrn.org/search/details.cfm?elrid=1046
Could start the lesson by reading this journal entry which is a first hand account of trip down Nile and differences in countries that were traveled through.  Find it at http://www.nilefilm.com/dispatch/apr25.html  Ask the class the question: If they were an animal or other creature, which part of the river would they rather live in or by.
“Mystery of the Nile Educators Guide” would go with an IMAX movie called “Mystery of the Nile”.  Perhaps this movie could be viewed.  Pages 5-8 tell of the Nile and what it is used for.  The guide can be accessed at  http://www.nilefilm.com/MOTN_Ed_Guide.pdf
Ecole Whitehorse Elementary has a page that lists all kinds of games that have to do with zoo animals.  You may be able to find a puzzle or game that has to do with animals.  The class can have some fun at this site.  Just go to http://www.yesnet.yk.ca/schools/wes/webquests_themes/zoo_theme/zoo_theme.html
This lesson could lead into a study of Ancient Egypt.  “The Encyclopaedia of the Orient” at http://i-cias.com/e.o/egypt_a.htm is a very nice overview of Ancient Egypt.

This lesson could also lead into a study of River Systems or Water.

Discovery School.com has lots of lesson plan ideas that could be extensions of the Nile River theme.  Find these ideas at  http://search.discovery.com/search?site=schContent&proxystylesheet=sch&num=10&client=sch&output=xml_no_dtd&getfields=*&filter=0&q=nile
 Credits and References

I referred to the Webquest template at:

http://www.eduscapes.com/sessions/travel/template.htm
I also used the form at http://www.internet4classrooms.com/lesson-template.htm#Evaluation#Evaluation as a guide for my Webquest.

I also used “An Episode on Australian Animals”  by Rachel Boyd, Kevin Maggs, and Lisa Rondinelli to help me with ideas and structure of my project.  It is located at http://oncampus.richmond.edu/academics/education/projects/webquests/australia/#anchor15159  There is also an information log at this site at 
http://oncampus.richmond.edu/academics/education/projects/webquests/australia/logsheet.pdf
 I used the following sites to help with the form and content of the rubric.
“Creating a Rubric for a Given Task” by Bernie Dodge at http://webquest.sdsu.edu/rubrics/rubrics.html
“Egypt: Journeying the Nile River” by Mandy Davis, Erin Harsell, Lindsay Shepherd, and Kelli Phillips at 

http://webquests.rcoe.appstate.edu/messner_s02/Spring5/Egypt/Egyptwebquest.html
“An Episode on Australian Animals” by Rachel Boyd, Kevin Maggs, and Lisa Rondinelli at 
http://oncampus.richmond.edu/academics/education/projects/webquests/australia/
I used this site to help me with the form and content of my teacher page section http://asterix.ednet.lsu.edu/~edtech/webquest/maori.html
Indiana Academic Standards at http://www.indianastandards.org/index.asp
Nile: Passage to Egypt. CD-ROM. Bethesda, MD: Discovery Communications, 1995.
Clip Art images are from Microsoft Word Clip Art.
Productivity Software Tool: Journal Page example using Microsoft Word:   Please see attachment entitle “Hippopotamus”

All information for the journal page was found at the following websites.  The picture is clipart from Microsoft Word.  The class would need to be shown how to use this tool.  See the attachment entitled Hippopotamus. 

“Zoo in the Wild” at http://www.naturalia.org/zoo/indexing.html  

“African Wildlife Foundation” at http://www.awf.org/wildlives/
“Animal Info” at http://www.seaworld.org/animal-info/animal-bytes/index.htm
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