To Name or Not to Name…
A Webquest
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Introduction

Hindsight is 20/20.  This familiar cliché captures the feeling of wanting to make a change to a situation after you already know the outcome.   It’s a lot easier to solve a problem when you know how it turns out. You’ve probably felt this way more than once, whether it was about a bad relationship, a soccer game you lost, or the time you got caught by your parents sneaking out their car. Imagine you had the opportunity to change a decision that altered the course of the rest of your life.  Would you do it?

Generally you don’t get to make that choice.  To borrow another line from Shakespeare, what’s done is done (Macbeth).  But this time it’s different.  You are one of the “Hollywood Ten”; the group of blacklisted screenwriters and directors that refused answer the House Committee on Un-American Activities’ (otherwise known as HUAC) questions about their own or others involvement in the Communist party.  You went to jail.  Your career was devastated.  If you knew then what you know now, would you still make that choice?  Would you still refuse to name names?   
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Task

You will choose one member of the Hollywood Ten to assume the role of.  You will need to:

· Compile a list of films that your Hollywood Ten member worked on from 1940 to 1970

· Present this data in a visual format, for example a timeline (can also use a chart, graph, etc.)

· Write a brief biographical summary for your Hollywood Ten member

· Write a first-hand account (newspaper editorial, letter, diary entry) from your Hollywood Ten member explaining whether or not he would change his stance if he could go back to the House Committee on Un-American Activities hearing    
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Process

1. Choose your member of the Hollywood Ten from the following list (no more than three people in the class can choose the same member): 

Herbert Biberman, Lester Cole, Albert Maltz, Adrian Scott, Samuel Ornitz, Dalton Trumbo, Edward Dmytryk, Ring Lardner Jr., John Howard Lawson, and Alvah Bessie  

2. Do a minimum of one class period of background reading on the Cold War, communism in the 1930s, Senator McCarthy, and HUAC.  Use the three General Info sections under the Resources list to find this information.  

3. Collect the film data.  You will need to compile a list of all the films your Hollywood Ten member worked on between the years 1940 and 1970.  You must record at least the name of the film, the year of the film, and the name attached to the film.  You need to research this thoroughly; the use of pseudonyms was not uncommon.  You also may want to include the credit received for the film (such as director, screenwriter, etc) or if the film received any awards.  To find your data you need to use the Databases for Films and the Biography Resources sections of the Resources list. 

4.  Take the data you have collected in Step 3 and organize it visually.  You may use a timeline, a chart, a graph, or another teacher-approved method; the key to this step is that it needs to be aesthetically pleasing, complete, and easy to understand.  

One recommendation I have for completing Step 4 is using a free web-based timeline maker, such as the one that is accessed at http://www.readwritethink.org/materials/timeline/index.html.  Keep in mind when using this tool that you cannot save your timeline; to keep it you must print it out.  Don’t finish half of it and walk away, you will lose all your hard work.  The use of this tool is self-explanatory.  You put in a title, your name, and the way you would like the timeline organized (such as by Date) and proceed to add your entries.  When you are finished you can edit the timeline and print it, either horizontally or vertically.

You could also use a spreadsheet program such as Microsoft Excel or a word processing program such as Microsoft Word to compile your data and create your visual product.  If you choose to use Microsoft Word, you will need to switch your page format to Landscape so that you have room on the page to view all of the information.  Here is a small sample table for the actor Clark Gable’s films from 1940 to 1948:

 Films Clark Gable Acted in as Clark Gable from 1940-1948
	Year:
	1940
	1941
	1942
	1943
	1944
	1945
	1946
	1947
	1948

	
	Strange Cargo
	They Met in Bombay
	Somewhere I’ll Find You
	
	
	Adventure
	
	The Hucksters
	Homecoming

	Films:
	Boom Town
	Honky Tonk
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Command Decision

	
	Comrade X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


5. Find biographical information about your Hollywood Ten member.  Use the Biography Resources and Hollywood Ten Resources sections of the Resources list for your research.

A nice way to focus your note-taking while finding the biographical information is by using ReadWriteThink’s Bio Cube tool at http://readwritethink.org/materials/bio_cube.  Just as when you use the Timeline Maker, you have to print your Bio Cube out to save it, so only use this tool when you’re going to finish your research in one session.  The Bio Cube has six sides; you input specific information on each side.  Here is a screen shot of side two of a Bio Cube I made after reading an entry from the Biography Resource Center database on the actor Clark Gable:
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You may want to use this tool along with more traditional note-taking methods, such as a web (draw your own or use Inspiration software) or the old standby, 3 by 5 index cards. 

6. Synthesize the biographical information you found during your research into a brief (1-2 page, double spaced, Times New Roman font) essay.  You can focus on the part of the man’s life you feel is most relevant (education, time around HUAC hearing, work later in life, etc.) or provide a general overview.  Just make sure you at least briefly touch on all the relevant information.   

You can find help with writing a biography online at Scholastic.com’s Writing with Writers: Biography website at http://teacher.scholastic.com/writewit/biograph.  This site has a brief, easy to read tutorial written by prolific authors Patricia and Frederick McKissack.  You can read other students’ biographies and even submit your own to be published on the website (although the age limit is 15).  The Info Please website also has a nice guide to writing biographies in their Homework Center at http://www.infoplease.com/homework/wsbiography.html.        

7. Spend at least one period finishing your research about the Hollywood Ten and your member in particular.  Use any and all sections in the Resources list, especially the Hollywood Ten Resources. 

8. Write a first person essay (2-3 pages) from the viewpoint of your Hollywood Ten member.  You can format this as a newspaper editorial, a letter, a diary entry, or another teacher-approved method.  The essay’s topic must be whether or not you believe you made the right decision in not naming names and being a part of the Hollywood Ten.  You should be able to support this decision, using career information (use your timeline/chart from Step 4), biographical information (use your essay from Step 6), and general conjuncture (use information from all the research you’ve been doing).  You are free to add fictional elements to this essay, but they need to be grounded in the reality of your research. 

When completing Step 8 you may want to refer to the Paradigm Online Writing Assistant at http://www.powa.org.  This site can help you research effectively, learn about creative writing techniques and characterization, and teach you ways to revise and edit.    

10.  The final step!  You will need to create a display for your three products (your timeline/chart, your biography, and your first person account).  This can be as simple as binder or a poster board.  We will take a day in class to read each other’s work and ask questions.   
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Resources

These web resources should be used while you are working through the your webquest project.  In the Process section there are specific steps that refer to each resource list.  Of course, feel free to browse them anytime you think it is necessary.    
General Info on Cold War

CNN, Cold War: http://www.cnn.com/SPECIALS/cold.war 

This is an awesome website dealing with all aspects of the Cold War.  You can easily explore for hours.  The Knowledge Bank section is an easy way to find specific information.  This site is mentioned in several of the other resource lists in this section.  

The Cold War Museum: http://www.coldwar.org 

This site has online exhibits that include Cold War stories, photo galleries, and primary documents such as newspaper pages and certificates.  There is also a great timeline feature with linked essays.  

Cold War Policies, 1945-1991: http://history.acusd.edu/gen/20th/coldwar0.html 

This website covers the entire period of the Cold War.  From the homepage you can link to over twenty short essays that cover all kinds of Cold War topics.  There are lots of photos and great lists of sources. . 

Cold War, Wikipedia: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cold_war 

As always, use caution when using Wikipedia.  This long article is useful for the detailed overview and the list of related terms, links, and sources. 
General Info on Communism 

Communist Party of the United States of America (1919-1946) Organizational History: http://marxisthistory.org/subject/usa/eam/communistparty.html 

Gives a detailed history of the actions of the Communist party in America. Information is given about conferences, meetings, and conventions.  Links to historical articles are given throughout the site.   

The Communist Model (from Political Party entry), Encyclopedia Britannica Online: Access through school media center website

To find this article you can search for “communist model” or “political party.”  This specific entry is page 15 of the Political Party entry.  It is located under the section Single Party Systems.  It is a basic summary of communism.  

Soviet and American Communist Parties: http://ibiblio.org/expo/soviet.exhibit/party.html 

This is a portion of an online exhibit that explains the basics of the beginning Cold War. It briefly explains the Communist political party from the perspective of the Soviet Union and America. 
General Info on Senator McCarthy and HUAC

“Blacklists and Other Economic Sanctions”: http://www.writing.upenn.edu/~afilreis/50s/schrecker-blacklist.html 

Excerpt from Ellen Schreckers’ book The Age of McCarthyism: A brief history with documents (Boston: St. Martin’s Press, 1994).  Explains McCarthyism and the effects.  Large section talks about the entertainment industry. 
CNN Cold War, Historical Documents, Excerpts from HUAC Hearings: http://www.cnn.com/SPECIALS/cold.war/episodes/06/documents/huac 

These are transcripts of the testimony that several high profile Hollywood “talkers,” including Ronald Reagan (yes, he was an actor before he was the president) and Walt Disney. 

House Un-American Activities Committee: http://www.infoplease.com/ce6/history/A0824313.html
Short entry from the Columbia Electronic Encyclopedia.  Gives very general information, but there are some interesting links at the bottom of the page that you may want to take a look at. 

McCarthyism, Wikipedia: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/McCarthyism 

Again, be careful with Wikipedia.  This article explains who McCarthy was, what he did, and how he changed America. 

Databases for Films
AFI Catalog: Access through library website

Use the Quick Search feature to find all the movies that the person was credited on…and even some that they weren’t.  This database indexes essentially every American feature film from 1893-1970.  Particularly useful for this project because people who used more than one name during their career are automatically linked together.   

Internet Movie Database: http://imdb.com 

IMDB is a tool that many of you probably already use.  You can either type in the name you are looking for in the search field on the homepage or go to the More Searches page (http://www.imdb.com/search) to type the name in the Cast/Crew field.  
Biography Resources 

The Biography Channel, Bios Search: http://www.biography.com/search 

Very easy to use; just type the name into the search field.  Warning: not all of the Hollywood Ten members are listed.  Others’ entries may be pretty brief.  

Biography Resource Center: Access through school media center website

“The Biography Resource Center is a database of biographical information on more than 185,000 people from throughout history, around the world, and across all disciplines and subject areas” (IUB Libraries, http://www.libraries.iub.edu/index.php?pageId=400&resourceId=40).  Type your Hollywood Ten member’s name into the Basic Name Search. Make sure you click on the Name Contains search option because then it doesn’t matter if you type the name first-name-last or not.   

Hollywood Ten Resources 
American Masters, Elia Kazan: http://www.pbs.org/wnet/americanmasters/database/kazan_e.html 

The feature essay shows the other side of the blacklisting.  Those that did name names also bore some severe consequences.  Under the Additional Footage section you can play an interview with Bartley Crum’s daughter.  Crum was one of the Hollywood Ten’s lawyers.  To view the Additional Footage you must have Real Player. The Career Timeline section also has good general information about the Hollywood Ten and McCarthyism. 

American Studies: http://www.stud.hum.ku.dk/rikkebj/hu.htm 

Great resource with lots of quotes from historical articles, interviews, biographies, and the hearings themselves.  

An Eyewitness Account of the Hollywood Blacklist by Dore Schary: http://www.cobbles.com/simpp_archive/huac_schary.htm 

An excerpt from RKO studio (one of the big studios of the time) executive’s autobiography, Heyday.  He recounts the decision between the studios to start Hollywood blacklisting. 

The History Channel, Video and Speeches: http://www.historychannel.com/broadband/home 

Search using terms “McCarthy” or “HUAC” to find most relevant hits.  Most useful is the “News report on the Blacklisting of the Hollywood Ten” and “Joseph R. McCarthy on his war against communism.”  Very interesting to listen to. 

Hollywood Blacklist, Wikipedia: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hollywood_blacklist 

Should I repeat myself once more?  Be careful when using Wikipedia!  This entry is most helpful for its clear overview of the situation and the list of many blacklisted artists. 
The Hollywood Ten: http://www.lib.berkeley.edu/MRC/blacklist.html 

Put together by the University of California at Berkeley’s library.  Main feature is short biography of each of the Hollywood Ten (mainly focused on time around HUAC hearings), along with their films (including uncredited works).  

Hollywood Ten: http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/USAhollywood10.htm 

Very easy to read.  Gives general information about Hollywood Ten, has a picture of seven of the ten together, links to other relevant entries (HUAC, Communist Party), links to entries on each of the Hollywood Ten, and excerpts from interviews with Hollywood Ten. 

Online News Hour, Hollywood Blacklisting: http://www.pbs.org/newshour/bb/entertainment/july-dec97/blacklist_10-24.html 

This page has a transcript and a Real Audio version of the PBS show.  Definitely listen to the 16 minute Real Audio version; there are excerpts from the hearings themselves. 

Palace Original Articles: http://www.moderntimes.com/palace/commentary.html 

Articles are written by website creator.  Articles of interest are “More Hollywood Ten: the tragedy of Albert Maltz (part one),” “Postage Paid: in defense of Elia Kazan,” “Blacklist: a different view of the 1947 HUAC hearings,” and “HUAC and Censorship Changes.” 
Project Tools

Timeline Maker: http://www.readwritethink.org/materials/timeline/index.html 

Free online tool that helps you create timelines.  Can organize by date, time, or event. Cannot save, must print out your work. 

Bio Cube: http://readwritethink.org/materials/bio_cube 

Free online organizational tool.  Helps focus note-taking when reading biographical information.  Cannot save, must print out your work.  

Writing with Writers: http://teacher.scholastic.com/writewit/biograph 

Tutorial on writing biographies.  Written by published biography authors.  Very easy to read.  If fifteen or under can submit your biographical piece to be published on the website.  

Homework Center: How to write a biography: http://www.infoplease.com/homework/wsbiography.html 

General guide to writing biographies. 

Paradigm Online Writing Assistant: http://www.powa.org 

This guide will help with many aspects dealing with the art of writing.  
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Product

When completing your final products, remember:

· The point of constructing a visual representation of your Hollywood Ten member’s films is to see how this one event impacted their entire career (whether for good or for bad) 
· Use a combination of your visual representation, your biography, and the information in the online materials  to decide whether or not your member would still choose to be a part of the Hollywood Ten 
· Be creative when writing your first-person piece.  Adding details and a personal voice will make your writing come alive

· Questions you may want to think about while working on this project: Can you put a price on freedom of speech?  Could a similar situation happen in America today?  What would you do if you were called before HUAC?  Is it more important to stand up for our ideals or protect our livelihoods? 
You have approximately a week and a half to complete this webquest.  Here is a basic timeline; of course you can feel free to work ahead.  If you have any problems, please see the teacher.  

Day One, Friday: Receive URL for webquest.  Browse through and ask any questions.

Days Two and Three, Weekend: Do some background reading and choose your Hollywood Ten member.

Day Four, Monday: Spend class time doing background reading.  At home begin to compile film data for visual representation of career. 

Day Five, Tuesday: Spend class time compiling film data.  Begin chart/timeline at home.

Day Six, Wednesday: Finish chart/timeline, either in class or at home.  Begin biographical research. 

Day Seven, Thursday: Complete biographical research. Start biography. 

Day Eight, Friday: Finish biography.  Complete any final research in class. 

Days Nine and Ten, Weekend: Write first-person essay. Put together in a simple display to share with others. 

Day Eleven, Monday: Share work with class.  Discuss, defend, and debate. 
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Evaluation

Your project will be evaluated using a combination of checklists and a rubric.  It is worth 28 points.  As always, you will conduct a self-evaluation in your project journal.

Checklist for Visual Representation: 

__ Student used several sources to complete research 

__ Student found all films worked on from 1940 to 1970

__ Student compiled data in an organized way

__ Student compiled data in a neat, aesthetically pleasing way 
Checklist for Biography 

__ Student used several sources to complete research

__ Student completed a well-written essay, with proper punctuation and spelling

__ Student followed length guidelines (1-2 pages)

__ Student captured most important pieces of subject’s life  

Checklist for First-Person Essay 

__ Student used several sources to complete research 

__ Student wrote essay using information from research, biography, and visual representation 

__ Student completed a well-written essay, with proper punctuation and spelling

__ Student followed length guidelines (2-3 pages)

Overall Project Rubric: 
	
	Unacceptable
	Needs Improvement
	Satisfactory
	Excellent

	Through project student showed understanding of this slice of American history
	
	
	
	

	Through project student showed that they understand complexities of the HUAC/Hollywood Blacklist situation 
	
	
	
	

	Through project student showed careful analysis and thoughtful evaluation 
	
	
	
	

	Student prepared project to be shared with the class and was able to defend their position during questioning 
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Conclusion

Let’s end this project with some class discussion.  Read your classmate’s papers.  Pay close attention to those that chose the same Hollywood Ten member to study.  Did they come to the same conclusion as you?  The entire class used the same resources, what accounts for the different interpretations?  Prepare to take part in an informal classroom debate to defend the choice you made for your Hollywood Ten member. 

Learning the history of these people and of this time in America was only part of the point of this project.  Has your opinion about changing the past evolved at all over the course of the past week?  Do the decisions we make today determine who we are tomorrow?  If so, should we even dream of changing the past?  These aren’t answers a teacher or a textbook can give you.  You decide…    
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Teacher Page

This webquest is designed for a 27 student, 11th grade, U.S. History Class.  It is designed to be completed in about a week and a half.  Students are meant to work on the project during class time, but a good amount of out of class work should also be expected.  The project could be adapted so that students would work in pairs or trios.  If you choose to keep it as an independent webquest, I recommend checking in with students more often, both individually and as a class.    

You could obviously use this webquest during your unit on the Cold War, but it could also be used when talking about the impact history has on culture, as a complement to a unit on the Salem witch trials, or during a unit on the First Amendment of the Constitution.  

I saw a need for this webquest because of most history texts only briefly cover (if at all) the Hollywood Ten.  The entertainment industry is fascinating to many young adults, as are first amendment rights.  Students are often surprised that something like the Hollywood Blacklist happened so recently in America.  Additionally, the wealth of online materials available on this topic makes a webquest an especially suitable way to teach.    

The webquest meets the following Indiana Academic U.S. History Standards:  

U.S. History Standard 6.1

Identify and explain the importance of key events, people, and groups related to the causes, conditions, and consequences of the Cold War.

U.S. History Standard 9.1

Locate and analyze primary and secondary sources presenting differing perspectives on events and issues of the past.


U.S. History Standard 9.2

Locate and use sources found at local and state libraries, archival collections, museums, historic sites, and electronic sites.
The webquest could easily be used in collaboration with the English or even Math departments.  Here are some standards that the webquest currently meets or could meet with an addition or two.  
11th Grade English Standard 11.4.4

Structure ideas and arguments in a sustained and persuasive way and support them with precise and relevant examples. 

11th Grade English Standard 11.4.7

Develop presentations using clear research questions and creative and critical research strategies, such as conducting field studies, interviews, and experiments; researching oral histories; and using Internet sources.

11th Grade English Standard 11.4.9

Use a computer to integrate databases, pictures, and graphics, and spreadsheets into word-processed documents. 
Integrated Mathematics II Standard 2.3.4

Understand that a correlation between two variables does not necessarily imply one directly causes another. 

Integrated Mathematics II Standard 2.7.3

Write and interpret statements of the form “if-then” and “if and only if.”

Integrated Mathematics II Standard 2.7.9

Use counterexamples to show that statements are false. 

*All standards are taken from Indiana Department of Education website: http://www.doe.in.gov/standards/welcome2.html
Technology requirements for full access to webquest materials and project standards:

Computers with Internet access

Microsoft Office Suite or other spreadsheet/word-processing software  

Macromedia Flash 8 

Real Player  

Windows Media Player 7
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Created by Anne Wartman (awartman@indiana.edu), last updated on 6/18/06 
