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INSPIRE Database Overview

“INSPIRE, the Indiana Virtual Library, is a service of INCOLSA. INSPIRE is supported by the Institute of Museums and Library Services under the provisions of the Library Services and Technology Act, administered by the Indiana State Library. INSPIRE database funding is provided by the Indiana General Assembly.”

http://www.inspire-indiana.net/
“INSPIRE is Indiana’s virtual library that is offered on the Internet. INSPIRE offers reliable, verifiable, quantifiable, accurate information in magazines, encyclopedias, and other resources to all Indiana residents. INSPIRE is a collection of databases and other informational resources that can be accessed by Indiana residents on any computer that has Internet access. INSPIRE stands for INdiana SPectrum of Information REsources. The information that is available can be found in magazines, journals, Websites, pamphlets, images, almanacs, library catalogs, and more. INSPIRE is currently free to all Indiana residents. Many of the databases are updated on a daily basis, but the currency of the data varies by journal.”

Encyclopedia of Animals Database Overview

http://data.inspire.net/kidsframe1.html
The Encyclopedia of Animals is a database that is part of INSPIRE. This database is part of the New INSPIRE Kids. The Encyclopedia of Animals is intended to provide information about a variety of animals. Information may be included in full text articles, PDF articles, or photographs. Subject and word searches provide information about the animals like their geographical location, habitat, what they eat, adaptations, life span, class, gestational information, living habits, and enemies. A strength of the database is that word searches can be done with very general terms such as turtle. The scientific information such as kingdom, phylum, class, order, and family is presented at the beginning of the article. The article presents factual information in brief, but readable paragraphs. The photographs that are presented are very clear and colorful. A weakness of the database is that it can be difficult to search general topics that are not included in the subject list such as endangered animals. It can also be difficult to search for specific animal name such as Leatherback Sea Turtle and the user must use a broader term like turtle. This would be a great database to do basic research about animals. The reading level is a little difficult for early elementary. I would suggest that this database be used for students in 4th grade and above. 

Step-by- Step Tutorial for the Encyclopedia of Animals

How to get to the Encyclopedia of Animals

Link with the INSPIRE at

http://www.inspire.net
At the INSPIRE Home Page

Move your mouse over the Database Button

Click on Search 

[image: image1.png]MEIE

Bk~ > - @ [ | @ seuch (il Fevaies iy | B & M - 2]

R4

=l ot

Liks ’Acnvﬂy @ Conmuriy €] Customiz Links BAEmenainment €] Fres Homai

¢ nstatinenet €] anetRado @ WyPressio  »

I
=
[Adtess €1 s /rwominsvenes
I
I

BTy

$i- | CIMail ~ @ MyYahoo! [ Games ~ ¥ NCAA Hoops ~ »

INSPIRE database funding is provided by the Indiana General Assermbly
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quantifiable, accurate information, go
where the experts go. INSPIRE offers
magazines, encyclopedias, and other
resources to al Indiana residents
Research current events, science,
business, health, notable people, hobbies,
and much more from your library, school,
home or office.
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It will bring you to a page with a chart called Choose What to Search

Click on Preview the New INSPIRE Kids
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You are now on the Searchasaurus Map
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You have several options on this page:

The large Island to the right provides help for this database

Fun Facts: provides a daily fun fact

Need Help: bring up the Searchasaurus Map Compass, which brings you to the home page or leads you to the tutorial

Tutorial: Gives general directions to assist with all Searchasaurs Databases

The smaller Islands are all links to a variety of databases.

Remember databases can be thought of as a collection of reference materials.

We are going to be searching and exploring the Encyclopedia of Animals 

Click on the Encyclopedia of Animals.
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The Search Screen is where you begin a search. You can search two ways by Words or by Subject.

Subject Search

Searching by subject allows you to click on a general area of interest and narrow it down to more specific subjects. When you reach the end of a subject path a Result List will Display any articles related to the subjects you have selected.
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For example: Click the subject mammals, you then get six more subject choices.

If you click wild animals, your result list shows 128 items. You can then search the listed items. The listed items are ranked by relevance not alphabetically, which makes it harder to search for specific animals.

If I were looking for giraffe I would have to skim the list until I found it. Giraffe is not listed anywhere in the 128 choices on the 10 pages. 
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Word Search

To search by words, type the words that you want to find in the text box and then click the search button. The articles that are found will be displayed in the Result list.

Example: Type Giraffe in the word box and click search.

This search results in 3 hits with first selection being giraffe.

You will notice next to Giraffe there are two symbols. The paper symbol means there is a link to view the full display of the article. The camera means that the article contains a photograph. 
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Troubleshooting: Spelling

If I wanted to search for giraffe, but wasn’t sure how to spell it. I could type the beginning or root word and replace the ending with *. I could type gir* and hit search. It gives me 7 results and giraffe is the 2nd on the list. The use of the * is called Truncation.

	Type the words you want to find in the box below, then click search. 
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[image: image13.wmf]
If I just wasn’t sure about a letter in the word then I could use a ?.

If I wasn’t sure if giraffe had two ff or two ee then I could type giraf?e and hit search.

This gives me 3 results and giraffe is the 2nd on the list. The use of the ?  in  a word that you don’t know how to spell is called Wildcard.

	Check out your results below or enter new words to find, then click search.
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Troubleshooting: Nicknames or Abbreviations

Be careful about nicknames or abbreviations. 

Example: Rhino results in no results

Type out the entire word

Example: Rhinoceros

Resulted in 10 hits 8th hit is rhinoceros with a variety of hits using the word rhinoceros (Rhinoceros Beetle, Indian Rhinoceros, White Rhinoceros)

If you are unsure how to spell the word Rhinoceros try Rhino*

This resulted with 29 hits with the 3rd hit being Rhinoceros auklet; 9th hit being Rhinoceros; 10th  hit being White Rhinoceros

Troubleshooting: Word Searching

If you are searching for a specific animal like leatherback sea turtle try typing in the specific name. I find that this search term does not give me any results.

Next try searching a more general term like sea turtle. I get 2 results.

Sea turtle is listed, but it doesn’t mention anything about leatherback sea turtles in the article.

I might then make my search term even more broad or general and search turtle.

I get 29 results. The 5th one on the list is leatherback turtle. As I read the article I see that it is about leatherback sea turtles.

Troubleshooting: Broad Categories Not Listed in Subject Area

If you are searching for a broad category that is not listed in the subject headings try a word search. 

Example: endangered animals

This search got no results

Try using the * (truncation) at the end of the word.

Example: endanger* animal*

This search also got no results.

Try to think of another word (synonym) that means about the same thing.

Example: endangered species

This search got 3 results.

Truncation endanger* spec* got the same 3 results.

The Encyclopedia of Animals database seems to identify specific animals better than subject categories that aren’t already listed. So if you wanted to find information about an endangered animal and you have some general ideas about animals that are endangered. Try searching under the specific or general animal name. Always try the specific name first and if that doesn’t work then try a general name.

Example:   Bald Eagle resulted in 3 hits with Bald Eagle as the 1st hit


      Eagle resulted in 14 hits with Bald Eagle as 14th hit

Examples: Arabian Oryx resulted in no hits


      Oryx resulted in 2 hits with 1st hit being Oryx


       In the text it discusses an Arabian Oryx

Applications and Ideas

State Standards/Grade Level

This database could be used with 5th grade students. Indiana State Standards could be applied in the areas of English/Language Arts, Science, and Social Studies.

Standards that could be applied:

English/Language Arts

Standard 4

Students discuss and keep a list of ideas for writing. They use graphic organizers. Students write clear, coherent, focused essays. Students progress through the stages of the writing process and proofread, edit, and revise writing.

English/Language Arts Standard Headings that would apply for an animal inquiry or research paper.

Writing: Process 

Organization and Focus

Research and Technology

Evaluation and Revision

Science

5.4.4. Explain that in any particular environment, some kinds of plants and animals    survive well, some do not survive as well, and some cannot survive at all.

5.4.5. Recognize and explain the most microorganisms do not cause disease and many are beneficial.

5.4.7 Explain that living things, such as plant and animals, differ in their characteristics, and that sometimes these differences can give members of these groups (plants and animals) an advantage in surviving and reproducing.

Social Studies

Standard 3

Geography

Students will describe Earth/sun relationships and the global grid system. They will identify major physical and cultural characteristics of the United States and its regions and name and locate the major physical features of each of the states and major cities of the United States. They will also explain the changing interaction of people with their environment in regions of the United States and show how the United States geographically to the rest of the world.

Example Topics and Questions

This database works well with the 5th grade science standards about adaptations, biomes, and habitats. Students could use the Encyclopedia of Animals to begin searching for information about animals, adaptations that help them to survive, habitats, and possible threats to their survival.

What animals are found in the desert, tropical rainforest, tropical reef, deep sea, ocean, temperate forest, arctic, and grassland habitats/biomes? 

 Describe an adaptation of an animal and how it helps the animal or plant survive in that habitat.

Could your animal survive as well in another environment?

What would happen to your animal if its habitat were changed? How do you know?

Complementary Websites

http://pmms.msdpt.k12.in.us/imc/Inquiry/
This is a website for teachers and school library media specialist wanting to incorporate Information Inquiry into the research process. Several usable student resources are included to help students with the research process.

http://www.doe.state.in.us/asap/bestpractice.html
The Indiana Department of Education Indiana’s Best Practice Accountability System for Academic Progress has suggested additional lesson plans and resources for a variety of state standards in many subject areas.

How to Cite Articles

When you find an article in the Encyclopedia of Animals that has information that you want to use in your research paper, you must give proper credit to the person or company that created that information. When you cite an article it is telling your reader where you got your information and that you did not create this information. This page is usually called the Works Cited page or a bibliography and it appears at the end of your research paper. This page is an alphabetical list of books, magazines, and other sources that you may have used in your research paper.

A common style for citing your sources is called the MLA (Modern Language Association) style. The Modern Language Association has created a method for citing sources for research.

Author’s Last Name. “Title of work.” Article’s original source 


And publication date: page numbers. Product name. Date researcher


Visited site. <Electronic Address, or URL, of the source>

Example (Remember Alphabetical Order)

Works Cited

“African Elephant.” Encyclopedia of Animals. EBSCO Animals. EBSCO Publishing. 22 Mar. 2005


<http://data.inspire.net/kidsframe1.html>

  “Plains Zebra.” Encyclopedia of Animals. EBSCO Animals. EBSCO Publishing. 22 Mar. 2005


<http://data.inspire.net/kidsframe1.html>

An Online Image or Series of Images

Just like any written materials, if you use anything that was not originally your work you must cite your source. Photographs, sound clips, music, clip art, and other types of media must also be cited if you are to use them. If something has been copyrighted then you must have special permission to use it.

PHOTOS (COLOR): Plains zebras 

[image: image16.jpg]



Example of Cited Works for Photographs
 Artist if available. "Description or title of image." Date of image. Online image. Title of larger site. Date of download. <electronic address>. 

 " Plains Zebra." No date. Online image. EBSCO Animals. 22 March 2005. <<http://data.inspire.net/kidsframe1.html

Database Application Activity

Overview

Fifth grade students will use the Encyclopedia of Animals from the New INSPIRE Kids database to research two animals that live in different habitats or biomes. They will identify animal adaptations, family/lifestyle, predators, food, and possible threats to their animal’s survival that could cause it to become endangered or extinct. After researching, students will chose one application activity. These activities provide an opportunity for students to apply their researched information about habitats/biomes, adaptations, and possible threats to the animal’s survival.

Indiana State Science Standards

5.4.4. Explain that in any particular environment, some kinds of plants and animals    survive well, some do not survive as well, and some cannot survive at all.

5.4.7 Explain that living things, such as plant and animals, differ in their characteristics, and that sometimes these differences can give members of these groups (plants and animals) an advantage in surviving and reproducing.

Lesson Purpose:

Students will expand their knowledge of animal features/adaptations and their ability to survive in a particular habitat. 

Students will explain how changes in an organism’s habitat are sometimes beneficial and sometimes harmful.

Pre-Activity

1. As a class create a definition for adaptation.

Definition: Adaptation is a trait that makes it easier for an organism to survive.

2. Discuss and list a variety of examples of plant and animal adaptations.

Examples: Zebras strips help to provide camouflage to help them to blend in with their environment.

Tigers have retractile claws that can be extended when in danger or hunting.

Hummingbirds have long beaks so they can easily reach nectar in long flowers.

Elephants have trunks with two finger-like lips for touching and grasping objects.

      Cactus has a root system that near the surface of the ground to quickly collect water in a dry habitat.

3. Discuss how the places they live, or their habitats/biomes, provide them with food, water, and shelter from the elements and predators. 

4. Discuss how changes in an organism’s habitat are sometimes beneficial and sometimes harmful.

Examples of changes: pollution, hunting, commercialism/building

Activity

Use the Encyclopedia of Animals to research at least 2 animals that live in different habitats/biomes. Identify the animal’s adaptations and explain how that adaptation helps it to survive. Also describe the animal’s habitat/biome, family/lifestyle, predators, food, and any possible threats to their survival. 

· See Suggested Animal List

· See Research Guide

Suggested Animal List

Alligator

American Crocodile

Arabian Oryx

Asian Elephant

Atlantic Salmon

Bald Eagle

Bats

California Condor

Dolphin

Flycatcher

Giant Panda

Great Ape

Grizzly Bear

Howler Monkey

Jaguars

Komodo Dragon

Leather Back Sea Turtle

Pika

Plains Zebra

Polar Bear

Red Wolf

Rhinoceros

Snake-Necked Turtle

Snow Leopard

Tapir

Tiger

Western Diamondback Rattlesnake

Whale

Whooping Crane

Name_______________________    

Research Guide

Name of your animal ______________________________________________________

Name of your Research Source_______________________________________________

Date of Research__________________________________________________________

URL____________________________________________________________________

Habitat

Country_________________________________________________________________

Climate _________________________________________________________________

Biome/Description_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Family Description-Lifestyle

Live alone/group_________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

Support for young animals__________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

Food

Types___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Adaptation- describe the adaptation and how it helps the animal

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Predators

_______________________________________________________________________

Survival Threats

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Now that you have completed your animal research, let’s take some of the information you learned in your research and apply it to a made-up scenario. Remember in an Extending Your Knowledge Activity you must be able to logically reason out your responses. You must justify or explain your answers.

Choose one Extending Your Knowledge Activity.

Choice A

Identify and label where your animals currently live on a world map. Locate and label other places where you think your animal’s adaptations might allow them to survive. Create a map key to explain the different symbols used on your world map. Explain why you think your animals would be able to survive in these new locations or habitats. What adaptations do your animals have that would allow your animal to live in this new location.

Choice B

Design and draw a new animal. Identify the habitat/biome where your animal will live. Identify the special adaptations your animal has and explain how those adaptations help it to survive. Describe their animal families, predators, food, and any threats to their survival.

Choice C

Create a poster to educate the public about the threats to your animal’s survival. Identify the threats and how they are affecting your animal. Present a possible solution to help your animal. Explain how this solution will affect your animal, the environment, and other organisms. 
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