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Summary

The learning activities were implemented in accordance with the timeline I developed for the unit's lesson plan. For a period of three weeks, the literature circle convened twice weekly for forty-five minute sessions. We spent the first half of each session discussing the events of the novel, and then used the remaining time to introduce the writing activity. Because the group was small  (10 third graders), it was possible to give them individualized attention for their poetry writing.

Several of the activities were remarkably effective. I was glad that the students explored and read the "Tips for Young Poets" web site after their first writing assignment. This allowed us to discuss and use George's recommendations when we edited their "So Much Depends Upon" poems. The students  really enjoyed seeing and reading the information on both Creech and Myer's web pages and were excited at the prospect of submitting a poem to Creech's "Love That Pet" contest. 

When we discussed their ideas for a culminating activity, I inwardly quailed when they came up with the idea of combining puppetry with poetry reading. It seemed like puppets could be more of a distraction than anything. But, because I had empowered them to come up with their own creative ideas for this activity, we went forward with this popular choice. I did some quick puppetry instruction, built in time for them to preview their videotaped rehearsal, and the resulting final video is outstanding!

For the past two weeks, I have had scheduled media classes all day instead of my usual flexible schedule; thus, all [fun] integration projects have been temporarily suspended. For the Love That Dog unit, there ended up being more activities than we had time to complete. I decided to forego the online Concrete poetry writing prompt and also Walter Dean Myers' audio introduction to Bad Boys. Also,  So far, I've only had time for three of my students to scan their concrete poems for the PowerPoint "poetry book." Although the original plan was to take digital photographs of these poems, these images were too hard to read, so we opted for scanning instead. We just haven't had time to finish them yet.
Evidence

I am emailing you the following materials from the Love That Dog unit:

· A newsletter that was sent home that I created to publish their "So Much Depends Upon" poems

· A segment of the PowerPoint "poetry book" of their concrete poems

· An Mpeg file with a short video of the "Coffee House" activity that was the culminating activity for the unit.

Refection

Although I conduct several literature circles each semester, I haven't before integrated technology in one to this extent. It was clearly important to plan all activities thoroughly in advance and pre-select only those technological resources that seemed likely to enhance the students' appreciation of the novel or ones that would help them with the writing activities. The inclusion of the authors' web sites helped to put a human face on people who are otherwise remote and also helped my students become more interested in the writer's craft.

I understand better now how electronic publishing of student work can take us beyond the limited world of bulletin boards and instead provide them with a forum that can be accessed and shared by many. Because they were told we would publish their poems for a wider audience, these students took their writing quite seriously.  Although this was an enrichment activity for high achieving students, there is no reason that this unit could not be implemented with a third grade class of students with diverse abilities.

On a final note, the success of the "Coffee House" presentation as a culminating activity assures me of the value of allowing students to generate their own ideas for celebrating a reading experience. Invariably, they conceive of a creative project that showcases their learning and also promotes the value of reading to others. We try to always videotape these presentations and broadcast them to a school-wide audience via our video distribution system. This practice reinforces the literature group participants for their good work and also creates a high-demand for the book that they read. I'm happy to report that there are currently no copies of Love That Dog on the shelf and several are on order!

