Beatrix Potter

Her Life and Her Books

A technology-enriched classroom author-book adventure

Welcome to Beatrix Potter’s world.  This presentation gives extended learning ideas for use by children studying literature, authors, and illustrators. Much background information for teachers is included.  This is not designed for a single grade level, so adaptation to particular situations is expected. 
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A good place to start this adventure is to read about Beatrix Potter and her books in the black print.

To continue the adventure, select 2 or 3 Your turn projects.  

  
Beatrix Potter was born in London, England on July 28, 1866 into a wealthy English family.  Six years later her brother Bertram was born.  As was the custom of the time for families of wealth, they did not see much of their parents.  They were cared for by a nanny.  Their education was at home with a governess.  Often Beatrix was lonely because she did not get be with other children very much.  She liked to draw and practiced drawing the things she saw around her over and over again.  She would draw animals, insects, and mushrooms. She also got to take trips to art museums and galleries where she would take notes on the artists’ works.  The family took long summer trips to the Lake District in England where she enjoyed the fresh air and new scenery.

Your turn Visit an art museum.  Take notes on 3 artists work and try sketching some part of their picture.  Some of Beatrix’s favorite artists are ---   If you can’t go to an art museum, here are some you can visit by way of your computer. 

Art Institute of Chicago (Art Access for Education)
Smithsonian American Art Museum (click on 1001 days and nights of American Art)

Beatrix concentrated on animals and not people when she drew.  Over the years she practiced on each detail drawing from different angles so she could be as realistic as possible. 

 Your turn Choose something around you and draw different views of it. (Hint: Top, bottom, side, front, back, or part of the item)
As a child she read as much as possible.  Some of her favorite authors were Lewis Carroll (Alice in Wonderland) and Joel Chandler Harris (Uncle Remus) as well as the illustrator Randolph Caldecott. 

Your turn  List 3 of your favorite authors and illustrators and tell why you like them.  Compare them to the list others in your class have made.  

She also wrote about daily activities in a journal.  This journal was kept in a secret code that took – years to figure out.

 Your turn Keep a journal for one week of the things you do at school and home.

Think about why that journal might be important if you became famous.  What famous person would you like to see a diary of when they were growing up?

Beatrix Potter often wrote letters with pictures in them.  When a friend’s son Noel was sick she wrote a letter to him with a story about a rabbit name Peter.  She drew lots of pictures to show Noel what the story was about.  The family saved all of her letters.  Several years later Beatrix decided to make a book out of the story letter and borrowed the letter back.

Your turn Write a letter to a friend or family member.  Add pictures to it to make what you are saying clearer to the reader.  Put the correct address on the envelope and send it.

Today many other items have the pictures of some of Beatrix Potter’s characters such as wallpaper, figurines, and stuffed animals.  Beatrix even made up her own Peter Rabbit stuffed animal, puzzle and a game that went along with her characters.  Your turn Go to the Peter Rabbit and Friends Gift Shop .  Choose 3 items.  You will notice the price is in British pounds not American dollars.  Add your items for a total.  Now go to Currency Converter and change the British pounds to American dollars.  If you have time next week, check to see if it is the same.  These rates for exchange change often.

Your turn Pick a Beatrix Potter of your own choosing.  If you don’t have any of these books you can find 9 of them in Kids Corner.  Look to see how many people are in the book.  Beatrix Potter never felt she was very good at drawing people.  In the first edition of Peter Rabbit she had to redraw Mrs. McGregor because the publisher didn’t think she did a very good job of drawing her the first time.  You don’t have to be able to draw everything well to be a great artist.  What things are easy for you to draw?  What things are really hard for you to draw?

Beatrix ‘s father really liked photography and took many pictures which give us a good idea of what she looked like growing up and the places she went.  Not many people had cameras at that time.  Your turn Use a digital camera to take pictures of a classroom pet, farm animals, friends, or a garden.  Share these pictures with your class for a discussion about Beatrix Potter.  Discuss the comparisons and contrasts between then and now.

Your turn The picture below was taken in 2003.  Find Beatrix at the same house about 90 years ago.  Then take a look at other pictures of Beatrix Potter.  Note the rabbit that she has on a leash.  
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Beatrix Potter home at Hill Top Farm – picture taken 4/2003 M. Rose

London was a very crowded city and Beatrix had enjoyed her trips to the Lake District where she could enjoy the quiet green hills and pretty lakes.  When she made some money from her first books she decided to buy a farm in the Lake District called Hill Top Farm.  This was to be the place where she got her inspiration for man of her books. 

 Your turn Use a Word program to write down what you would do with the money you got from selling your first books?  Use the computer printer to make a paper copy.  Your class can make a book of these by binding them together.  This can be displayed at your class’s parent open house.
As she became older, it was more difficult for Beatrix to draw and paint because of poor eyesight.  She had always been interested in her farm and now turned her attention to sheep farming.  Even though she had grown up in the city where there were no sheep, she had watched and listened over the years to the farmer who took care of the sheep and learned a lot.  She became famous for breeding -Herdwick sheep and became the first woman to hold the position of president of the Herdwick Sheepbreeders' Association.

Your turn What would you like to learn about that you have not had much of a chance to learn about yet?  Write down your topic and some important words you already know about it.  Use Yahooligans to search for 3 more facts you can add to what you know.
Many children who enjoyed reading her books wrote to Beatrix.  She enjoyed reading their letters and would often send them letters in return.  Some of them even included little pictures much like her first picture letter that became a book.

Your turn
Find the address of a one of your favorite current authors or illustrators.  Write them a letter.  Maybe YOU will get a letter back from them.  Authors and illustrators on the Web is a good place to start finding your author or illustrator. You may need to write to the publisher and put the letter in care of your author. 

A friend of hers, Canon Rawnsley, was interested in keeping the beauty of the Lake District so that others could enjoy it later.  He became one of the founders of the National Trust; a group that still keeps lands for the public much like our National Park system.  When she died she left 4000 acres including 15 sets of farm buildings to the National Trust.

Your turn
Read a book about Beatrix Potter’s life.  As a group create a time line of her life story with TimeLiner by Tom Snyder. Include when at least 5 of her books were written and 5 facts about her life.  This can be used as a display in the class to help everyone know about her life.

Your turn
Use a tape recorder to tape yourself reading one of Beatrix Potter’s books.  Listen to the tape to hear yourself reading.  When you get the story like you would others to hear it, share the tape with someone else.  Think of someone who would enjoy hearing the story read by you.  (Hint: a younger child might enjoy the story, a grandparent, or someone who is sick and can’t read for themselves)

Your turn
Choose one of the books by Beatrix Potter to retell. Practice adding motions and using your voice to tell the story better.  Have someone video tape you as you retell the story.  Share this tape with another class.  Perhaps you can be creative and come up with others who might enjoy your presentations such as a nursing home or children’s hospital.

Your turn
Use Tom Snyder’s Graph Club to make a graph of all the different animals from all the Beatrix Potter books.  Which kind of animals shows up the most or the least?  How many different kinds of animals did she use in her stories?

Your turn
Make a personal author/book study portfolio.  Include artwork, list of books read, sample letter, and a computer disk with your Word examples of stories written or reports made.  Include a reflection and evaluation of your experiences.  You could also include in your portfolio a cassette of you reading one of Beatrix’s stories or a video of you re-telling one of the stories.  This will be a treasured keepsake like many of the items we still have about Beatrix Potter’s beginning work.

Teachers Resources

Additional Web Resources


Beatrix Potter, her life and books.



Tale of Jemima Puddle-Duck and Tale of Peter Rabbit teacher resources.

Explore rabbits and hares.

Explore farming.

Explore frogs and toads.
Bibliography of Books Relating to Beatrix Potter’s Life and Work

*Aldis, Dorothy:  Nothing Is Impossible, Antheneum, 1969.

Davies, Hunter:  Beatrix Potter’s Lakeland, Frederick Warne, 1988.

**Hallinan, Camilla:  The Ultimate Peter Rabbit: A visual Guide to the World of Beatrix Potter, Dorling Kindersley, 2002.

Lane, Margaret: The Tale of Beatrix Potter: A Biography, Frederick Warne, 1968.

Mackey, Margaret, ed: Beatrix Potter’s Peter Rabbit: A Children’s Classic at 100, 
Scarecrow Press, 2002.

*Malam, John:  Tell Me About Beatrix Potter, Carolrhoda Books, 1998.

*Mayer, Ann Margaret: The Two Worlds of Beatrix Potter, Creative Education, 
1974.

Taylor, Judy: Beatrix Potter: Artist, Storyteller and Countrywoman, Frederick 
Warne, 1986, 1996.

Taylor, Judy:  Beatrix Potter’s Letters, Frederick Warne, 1989.

Taylor, Judy and Joyce Irene Whalley:  Beatrix Potter, 1866 – 1943: The Artist 
and Her World, Frederick Warne, 1987, 1995.

*Wallner, Alexandra:  Beatrix Potter, Holiday House, 1995.

Note: * books are considered jB (Junior Biography) 

        ** denotes book with superb illustrations that would be of interest to both children and adults.

Bibliography of Books Written by Beatrix Potter

1901, 1902
The Tale of Peter Rabbit

1902, 1903
The Taylor of Gloucester

1903

The Tale of Squirrel Nutkin

1904

The Tale of Benjamin Bunny

1904

The Tale of Two Bad Mice

1905

The Tale of Mrs. Tiggy-Winkle

1905

The Tale of the Pie and the Patty-Pan

1906

The Tale of Mr. Jeremy Fisher

1906

The Story of a Fierce Bad Rabbit

1906

The Tale of Miss Moppet

1907

The Tale of Tom Kitten 

1908

The Tale of Jemima Puddle-Duck

1908

The Tale of Samuel Whiskers or The Roly-Poly Pudding

1909

The Tale of the Flopsy Bunnies

1909

The Tale of Ginger and Pickles

1910

The Tale of Mrs. Tittlemouse

1911

The Tale of Timmy Tiptoes

1912

The Tale of Mr. Tod 

1913

The Tale of Pigling Bland

1917

Appley Dapply’s Nursery Rhymes

1918

The Tale of Johnny Town-Mouse

1922

Cecily Parsley’s Nursery Rhymes

1930

The Tale of Little Pig Robinson
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