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L 595

Project Implementation and Reflection

Summary


I was able to partially implement both of my projects in the last two weeks.  Since my projects were created as resources for classroom teachers, I was at the mercy of their schedules for implementation.  I would have liked to be able to implement more aspects of the projects before completing this reflection, but I was able to do enough that I got a feel for how the units worked.

  My first project was to create a website with links and resources for teaching Charlie and the Chocolate Factory.  For my implementation of this unit, I worked with 4th grade general education classes to introduce the unit and complete one of the activities.  The classes had not started reading the book, but many were familiar with the movie version of the story.  During their scheduled computer lab class with me, the students got an opportunity to “visit” the Hershey’s plant through an online tour.  The tour gave a step by step account of how chocolate is made.  The students found that to be very interesting and it got them thinking about making candy.  The students then got the chance to create their own candy.  They used KidPix to draw a picture of their candy and then copied that image into Word to type a description.  Some classes had come prepared with some ideas or descriptions, while others did it all during class time.  I noticed that the students who came with a written description used many more adjectives to describe their candy and had better written paragraphs.  This is most likely due to having more time to think about their ideas and edit their work.  I also noticed that the most creative candy inventions came from students who completed their drawing before writing.  Many of them found interesting paint patterns or drawing tools that they incorporated into their drawings.  They used more colors and added features to their invention.  In general, their descriptions matched their drawings well, but were not as detailed and polished.

I see classes every other week, so I have not seen the classes since that activity.  This week I will be doing a graphing activity with the classes.  We will take a survey of their favorite type of candy and then graph the results.  Through the activity we will be able to explore the process of creating a graph and use several different types of graphs to show the information.

My second project was a website designed to assist students in researching specific aspects of the twentieth century.  It was designed for 4th grade Gifted/Talented students so I was able to choose sites with more difficult reading levels and more advanced concepts.  Last year was the first year that this topic was taught.  I assisted students with research, but didn’t have enough lead time to do much pre-research for them.  I noticed that although these students are very bright, they had trouble searching to find relevant resources.  They wasted a great deal of time with fruitless searching.  For this project I wanted to provide students with a framework for researching.  

As a part of the unit, groups of students researched one era of the 1900's.  Each student was responsible for a different aspect of that time period (Science & Technology, Arts & Entertainment, Politics etc.).  They used the website as a launching point and guide for their research.  After completing the research, individuals created a brochure in Microsoft Publisher that highlighted the major events of the topic and era they studied.  The students will combine their research and work together using Microsoft Publisher to produce a brochure that highlights the major events and trends of their entire era.  The groups will also design a display board and create a time capsule for their historical period.  Their projects will be shared with classmates and parents during an evening showcase.  Due to time constraints, the students have only completed the first two steps of their unit (researching and individual brochures).

I worked with two different classes for the Time Traveler’s project and did something a little different with each one.  The teacher of the first class was so excited when she saw the website that she jumped right in!  She had provided several opportunities for students to research before they came to computer lab.  I reviewed the website to be sure they had found all the available resources and then introduced the process of creating a brochure.  That class spent their time in lab completing research and beginning their brochures.

The other class came in with no previous exposure to the website.  They knew about the unit and the requirements, but had not begun work.  I spent a longer time showing them all aspects of the website and discussing good research practices.  Both classes will complete the unit through work in their classrooms, work with their teachers in the lab during “open” times and in class with me.   

It was very interesting to watch the students interact with the website and each other.  I had a couple kids who announced after the first 10 minutes that they had looked at all the websites for their topic and would need to use a search engine.  When I started to question them and point out resources, they found that there were many more places that needed exploration!  The students were very excited about the website.  They liked the sound and graphics and said it was easy to navigate.  Many students helped their classmates by pointing out good sites to each other.  I heard many comments similar to. “Whoever is doing fashion and lifestyles needs to visit this site!   It’s got great pictures for our brochures.”   Somehow student suggestions are often more effective than ones from teachers!

Evidence

Candy Creations – 4th Grade
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My candy bar would be called the ultimate sour gushy elegant good tasting candy bar. My candy bar would be scrumptious. I would have peanut butter, caramel, toffee, 

Oreos, crème, milk chocolate, sugar, pop rocks, M+M’s, mints, gummy bears, coconut, nuggets, macadamia nuts, sour worms, crisps, peanut brittle nougat, hot tamales, lemon heads, skittles, Bebe’s, whoppers, and spearmint gum in my candy bar.    
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Time Traveler’s Brochure – 4th G/T
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Reflection


I thoroughly enjoyed working with students and teachers to teach these units of study.  Technology integration is the main focus of my job, so it is not new to me.  I strongly believe that students should be introduced to technology skills when they need them for a real task.  Technology can be used to enrich and enhance instruction and is an indispensable tool, but students need to be aware that sometimes a book or other resource is a better choice.  While I work with teachers constantly to try to integrate my curriculum with theirs, I rarely have the time and opportunity to create a full blown project.  I often compile a collection of links for a topic, or work with one or two activities in a teaching unit.  It was satisfying to have the time to explore these units in depth and create something that can be used by my school, and hopefully teachers around the world.


The feedback I got from students and teachers about both projects was overwhelmingly positive.  After viewing the Time Traveler’s website, one teacher e-mailed me saying, “WOW!  What a gift!  This will really energize our unit.  Thanks!”  Students were excited about exploring the websites and enjoyed the activities they completed.  One of the 5th grade Gifted/Talented teachers saw the websites and wanted to “place an order” for the topics she teaches.  I suggested that she divide her students into groups by topic, and they could create a website with links and activities for next year’s class.  Her students are familiar with website creation and have already studied the units so they know the content.  She thought they would really enjoy the task of preparing pages for next year’s class.  It is very satisfying to be able to provide valuable resources to students and teachers!


The Charlie & the Chocolate Factory website was also a new venture for me.  The Internet lessons I typically do are based on science or social studies topics and involve information gathering.  When I integrate with language arts, it is typically story mapping with Inspiration or a word processing assignment.  I have never been asked by a teacher to help find background information or ideas for teaching with a certain novel.  We often lament that our students, especially those from poor families, have difficulty connecting to literature because they have such limited experiences.  Kids love to use the Internet and it is a great way to give them some “experiences” before reading a novel or to extend what they have learned while reading.  This course has helped me to see new ways to combine my roles as Media Specialist, Technology Coordinator and Computer Teacher in exciting ways!

