
The 8Ws:
Information Literacy

Watching

Wondering

Webbing

Wiggling

Weaving

Wrapping Waving

Wishing

Exploring

Questioning

Searching

Evaluating

Synthesizing

Creating Communicating

Assessing

Focus on a topic, 
theme, issue, or 

problem

Finding Purpose
Wonder about world

Questioning
Questioning 
Techniques

Connecting Prior 
Knowledge
Brainstorm

Finding Focus
Graphic Organizers

Narrowing Topic
Manageable Chunks

Critical Thinking

Create a search 
strategy for 

identifying useful 
information

Planning a Search 
Strategy

Analyze Questions

Addressing 
Individual 

Differences
Multiple 

Intelligences

Identifying Types 
of Information

Reference 
Resources
Nonfiction 
Resources

Live Resources:
Polls & Surveys

Selecting Resource 
Formats

Brainstorm Formats
Live

Print-based
Digital-based

Multiple Formats

Using Starting 
Points

Identify Starters

Use and evaluate 
information resources

Planning for 
Exploration

Individual Differences
Collaboration

Using Information 
Resources

Reception Scaffolds
Reading Techniques
Filtering Information

Evaluating 
Information

Evaluation Guidelines

Communicating 
and Collaborating

Ask-an-Expert

Become more "in tune" 
with the world

Observing
Stop and Enjoy

Reading and 
Viewing

Literature Ladders
News Sources

Writing
Journaling

Discussing
Collaboration

Bring meaning to a 
project

Process information

Processing 
Information
Transformation 

scaffolds
Graphical Organizers

Critical Thinking:
Compare, Select, 

Organize, Analyze, 
Synthesize

Reviewing the 
Results

Questioning 
Techniques

Citing Sources
Citation Guidelines

Select and develop a 
product

Choosing a 
Product

Product options

Planning a Product 
Production scaffolds

Developing a 
Product

Development Tools
Technology Tutorials

Communicate with an 
audience

Identifying an 
Audience

Service Learning
Expert Sharing

Collaborative Projects
Contests & Events

EZines
Web Publishing

Communicating 
with Others

Purpose
Channels
Format
Sharing

Assess project and 
reflect on the 

process

Assessing 
Student Projects 
Project Assessments

Process, Product
Student, Teacher

Revising a 
Project

Revision Guidelines

Reflecting on the 
Process

Reflective questions

Roles in an Information-Rich Learning Environments
Role of Student: Problem solver, critical thinker, creator, collaborator, communicator
Role of Teacher: Guide, facilitator
Role of Technology: Provide students with tools for thinking, organizing, analyzing, and communicating.
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